
June 19, 2007 
Statesboro, GA 

The Board met at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room of the North Main Annex. 

Cbairman Nevil welcomed the guests and called the meeting to order. 

Commissioner Jackson gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. 

Ms. Evelyn Wilson, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of commissioners 

and staff. The following commissioners and staff were present: Chairman Nevil, 

Commissioner Jackson, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner 

Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, County Manager Tom Couch and Staff Attorney & 

Parliamentarian Jeff Akins. Commissioner Tankersley was absent. 

Cbairman Nevil asked for changes or modifications before approval of the 

General Agenda. Mr. Couch requested three (3) changes to the General Agenda: (1) add 

item 4 under New Business, License Agreement with Georgia Southern University for 

the Recreation Department; (2) add item 5 under New Business, reschedule next regular 

Board meeting from July 3,d to July 2nd; (3) add an Executive Session for personnel 

matters. Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approved the General Agenda as 

modified. Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion and it carried, unanimously. 

The next item of business was the approval of the minutes of the budget workshop 

held on May 21, 2007, the budget workshop held on May 24, 2007 and the regular 

meeting held on June 5, 2007. Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to approve the 

minutes of the workshop on May 21,2007, minutes of the workshop on May 24,2007 

and minutes of the regular meeting on June 5, 2007. Commissioner Jackson seconded the 

motion and it carried, unanimously. 

The Consent Agenda had two (2) items for consideration. (1 )Accept the lowest 

bid from Rozier Ford in the amount of $23,747 for a service truck for the Facilities 

Management Department to be paid with proceeds from the SunTrust master lease 

escrow account; (2) Reappoint Ms. Margie Pevey, Mr. Julius Abraham and Dr. Roger 

Branch to the Coastal Georgia ROC Aging Service Advisory Council. Commissioner 

Jackson offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner Gibson 

seconded the motion and it carried, unanimously. 



The first item of New Business was a bid award for a overseeder and tractor for 

tbe Transpiration Department to be paid with proceeds from the SunTrust master lease 

escrow account. Cbainnan Nevil asked Mr. Couch to lead tbis discussion. Mr. Couch 

stated the only bid for the overseeder was from Jenkins Tractor in the amount of $7,615. 

The lowest bid for the tractor was from Jenkins Tractor in the amount of $21,275 for a 

Kubota tractor, however the Transportation Director recommended accepting the second 

lowest from Blanchard Equipment in the amount of $25,180 for a John Deere tractor. 

Mr. Couch asked Mr. Akins if it wonld violate the Purchasing Policy to accept a bid other 

than the lowest bid. Mr. Akins said it depends on the wording of the bid solicitation and 

he conldn't really make a determination until he reviewed the bid solicitation. Mr. 

Couch recommended the bid award for the tractor be deferred pending additional 

information. Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to accept the bid from Jenkins 

Tractor for a overseeder at a cost of$7,615 and to defer action on the hid for the tractor 

pending additional information. 

and it carried, unanimously. 

Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion 

The next item of New Business was the renewal of an agreement with Hunt 

Insurance Group for catastrophic inmate medical insurance. Cbainnan Nevil asked Mr. 

Couch to present tbis item. Mr. Couch advised that tbis excess loss medical insurance 

covers inmates at the Jail and the Correctional Institute. The county currently has 

coverage under Plan I which has a $45,000 specific deductible per inmate and a 

$500,000 limit of coverage per inmate. The plans offered are Plan I with a $45,000 

specific deductible, Plan 2 with a $50,000 specific deductible and Plan 3 with a $55,000 

specific deductible. The premium reduction for each plan reflects the higher specific 

deductible. Mr. Couch recommended accepting Plan 3 based on claim history and to 

save money. Mr. Rushing asked how many claims had been made under tbis coverage. 

Mr. Couch advised that the county has never had a claim but needs tbis coverage to 

protect against any large inmate medical claim. Conunissioner Rushing offered a 

motion to approve Plan 3 of the renewal agreement with Hunt Insurance Group. 

Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion and it carried, unanimously. See exhibit 

#2007-59. 



The next item of New Business was the initiation of the process to rezone Heavy 

Industrial property in Clito Community. Chairman Nevil asked Mr. Couch to present 

this information. Mr. Couch stated that the Board had asked for the initiation to rezone 

property between Highway 301 north and the railroad out to Old River Road. He said 

an informational meeting was held on May 17th at the Clito Fire Department for area 

property owners. The response to the proposed rezone was positive. The proposal is to 

rezone the majority of the Heavy Industrial property between Highway 301 north, the 

railroad and Clito to R-80 and rezone the Heavy Industrial property bound by Clito, 

Maria Sorrell, Old River Road and Highway 301 north to AG-5. Mr. Couch presented 

maps showing the present Heavy Industrial zone and the proposed R-80 and AG-5 zones. 

Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to initiate the rezoning process for the 

proposed areas. Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion and it carried, unanimously. 

See exlnbit #2007-60. 

The next item of New Business was a License!Facilities Use Agreement with 

Georgia Southem University. Chairman Nevil asked Mr. Couch to present this item. 

Mr. Couch explained this Agreement was for the use the J.1. Clements Stadium at 

Georgia Southern University by the Recreation Department for the USSSA Baseball 

Tournament scheduled for Thursday, June 28th through Sunday, July 1 E. Two baseball 

fields are needed for this tournament and Mill Creek has only one field available. Mr. 

Akins advised that this type agreement has been used before for other GSU facilities. 

Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to approve the License!Facilities Use 

Agreement with Georgia Southern University. Commissioner Simmons seconded the 

motion and it carried, unanimously. See exhibit #2007-61 

The next item of New Business was discussion for rescheduling the first Board 

meeting in July which is scheduled for Tuesday, July 3M
• Chairman Nevil asked Mr. 

Couch to conduct this discussion. Mr. Couch advised that the Planning and Zoning 

Department had the misunderstanding that the Board had rescheduled the first meeting in 

July. The first Board meeting is scheduled at 5:30 p.rn. on Tuesday, July 3M which is the 

day before Independence Day. The Zoning advertisements have been made for the 

meeting to be held at 5:30 pm. on Monday, July 2nd. Commissioner Gibson offered a 



motion to reschedule the first meeting in July to Monday, July 2nd at 5:30 p.m 

Conmrissioner Rushing seconded the motion and it carried, unanimously. 

Chairman Nevil asked for comments from the Commissioners or the Staff. Mr. 

Couch advised that Bethany Place has asked the county to he used as an agent to apply 

for funds from the One Georgia Authority to construct an assisted living center. A 

meeting with their Board will be planned to brief the Conmrissioners on the project. 

Chairman Nevil said an Executive Session was needed to discuss personnel 

matters. Conmrissioner Gibson offered a motion to go into Executive Session for the 

discussion of personnel matters. Conmrissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it 

carried, unanimously. See exhibit #2007-62 

The meeting was reconvened. Chairman Nevil asked for other business or 

comments. Mr. Couch distributed a report from Dabbs, Hickman, Hill & Cannon 

regarding the procedures and independent accountant's report for the EMS Department. 

Mr. Couch said reconnnendations will he made for better receipting and billing 

operations once he has thoroughly reviewed the report. Mr. Couch referenced a memo 

regarding the Splash in the 'Boro internal control audit proposal and said he planned to 

forward a copy of the bid document, the price proposals and the scope of work proposals 

for the Conmrissioners' consideration. 

Chairman Nevil asked for other comments. Commissioner Simmons offered a 

motion to adjourn the meeting. Conmrissioner Jackson seconded the motion and it 

carried, unanimously. 


