
October 23, 2007 
Statesboro, GA 

The Board met at 8:30 a.In. in the Community Room of the North Main Annex. 

Chairman Nevil welcomed the guests and called the meeting to order. Commissioner 

Thompson gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. 

Ms. Evelyn Wilson, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of commissioners 

and staff. The following commissioners and staff were present: Chairman Nevil, 

Commissioner Jackson, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Tankersley, 

Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, County 

Manager Tom Couch and Staff Attorney Jeff Akins. 

Chairman Nevil asked for changes or modifications before approval of the 

General Agenda. Mr. Couch requested three changes to the General Agenda: (l) add an 

appointment to the Coastal ROC Historical Preservation Committee as item 4 under 

New Business; (2) add a Resolution supporting the Georgia Forestry Association's 

Prescribed Burning Practices as item 5 under New Business; (3) move item 4 (changes 

in travel and business expenses) on the Consent Agenda to item 6 under New Business. 

Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the General Agenda as amended. 

Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion and it carried, unanimously. 

The next item of business was the approval of the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on October 9,2007. Chairman Nevil asked for any corrections or additions to the 

minutes. Commissioner Tankersley offered a motion to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting held on October 9, 2007 as printed. Commissioner Simmons seconded 

the motion and it carried, unanimously. 

Chairman Nevil asked for public comments. There were no public comments. 

The Consent Agenda had three (3) items for consideration: (1) an alcohol 

beverage license application of an off-premises license for Suren Syresh Patel for Zip-N

Food #1; (2) an alcohol beverage license application of an off-premises license for 

Gerald Forehand for Stilson Country Store; (3) an alcohol beverage license application 

of an off-premises license for Michael Hatten for H's Foodmart. Commissioner Gibson 

offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner Rushing seconded the 

motion and it carried, unanimously. 



The first item under New Business was a proposal to assign legacy uaming at the 

Public Safety Complex. Chairman Nevil asked Mr. Couch to initiate this discussion. 

Mr. Couch said a proposal has been received from different pubic safety agencies in the 

county to name the cluster as the "Arnold Ray Akins Public Safety Complex". He 

asked Sheriff L yun Anderson to comment. Sheriff Anderson said that he had met with 

a group of public safety agencies including Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, Statesboro 

Police Chief Stan York, GSU Chief Ken Brown and some interested citizens. Their 

thoughts were to recognize former Sheriff Arnold Ray Akins fur the dedication of his 

service to the citizens of Bulloch County. Their request was that the Commissioners 

consider the proposal to name the complex the Arnold Ray Akins Public Safety 

Complex. Commissioner Thompson asked if consideration had been given to the past 

Sheriffs and the uaming of a cell block, wing, etc. Chairman Nevil commented that 

there would be future opportunities to name facilities, wings, etc. for appropriate 

individuals. Commissioner Tankersley offered a motion to approve the uaming of the 

complex as the "Arnold Ray Akins Public Safety Complex". Commissioner Jackson 

seconded the motion. In discussion Mr. Couch suggested that the architect be asked to 

develop a signage plan which includes the uaming of the facility and the different 

functions of the complex. The motion carried, unanimously. 

The next item was a contract with Pictometry International Corporation fur 

digital photography of the county. Chairman Nevil asked Mr. Couch to present this 

item. Mr. Couch referenced a memo giving details for the aerial photography from 

Chief Appraiser John Scott and said this item was in the current budget. 

Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the contract with Pictometry 

International Corporation. Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion and it carried, 

unanimously. See exhibit #2007-99 

The next item was a Local Government Project Agreement with the Department 

of Transportation fur improvements to the bridge on Deloach Church Road at Lotts 

Creek. Chairman Nevil asked Mr. Couch to present this item. Mr. Couch advised the 

Department of Transportation has requested that the county acquire the right-of-way and 

pay for utility relocation of this bridge construction project. The estimated cost to the 

county is expected to be within the range of $5,000 to $15,000 to be paid by SPLOST 

funds. He explained that the letter from the Department of Transportation might 



suggest that this is a joiut project with Evans County and asked County Engineer Kirk 

Tatum to comment. Mr. Tatum said that this is an Evans County bridge but the County 

is being asked to execute the agreement in case any rigbt-of-way or utility replacement is 

needed on Bulloch County's side of the bridge. Commissioner Simmons offered a 

motion to approve the Agreement with the Department of Transportation. 

Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion and it carried, unanimously. 

The next item was consideration of an appointment to the Coastal Georgia RDC 

Historical Preservation Committee. Chairman Nevil asked Commissioner Gibson to 

initiate discussion of this item. Commissioner Gibson said the county has an 

appointment open on the Coastal Georgia RDC Historical Preservation Committee and 

offered the name of Ms. Carrie Welter to fill this vacancy. Commissioner Gibson made 

a motion to appoint Ms. Carrie Welter to the Coastal Georgia RDC Historical 

Preservation Committee. Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion and it carried, 

unanimously. 

Tbe next item was a Resolution supporting the Georgia Forestry Association's 

Prescribed Fire Practices Chairman Nevil asked Commissioner Gibson to present this 

item. Commissioner Gibson said he received a letter from the Georgia Forestry 

Association requesting the support of prescribed fires that ACCG has adopted as part of 

this year's platform. Counties are being asked to support prescribed burning 

considering the year's wild fires in South Georgia and the extreme drought in parts of 

the state. He commented that when used correctly prescribed burnings are a good way 

to prevent wild fires and maiutain healthy furests. Commissioner Gibson offered a 

motion to adopt the Resolution supporting the Georgia Forestry Association's Prescribed 

Fire Practices. Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion and it carried, 

unanimously. See exhibit #2007-100. 

The next item was an amendment to section 1.3 of the Travel and Business 

Expenses in the Bulloch County Administrative Policy Manuel. Chairman Nevil said 

Commissioner Jackson has asked fur clarification of the amendment. He asked Mr. 

Couch to initiate this discussion. Mr. Couch said that Commissioner Jackson was 

unable to attend a workshop in August when this change was discussed. He explained 

that a Department Head's request for a change in the policy fur private vehicle mileage 

reimbursement fur commuting is proposed by expanding the exemption from just 



emergency callout to include work related duties outside of an ordinary work schedule. 

He added that this Department Head had relinquished his county vehicle and requested 

this change in the exemption as it related to his duties over certain department activities 

outside of normal work hours. He said that if his memory was correct, the Board gave 

general consensus to amending the exemption and the purpose of this proposal is to 

make this firm in the Administrative Policy. In discussion prior to the meeting 

Commissioner Jackson feels that the language which has been suggested may be subject 

to various interpretations. Commissioner Jackson referenced Section 1.3 of the Travel 

and Business Expense Policy: "Reimbursements shall not be granted fur commuting 

from an employee's residence to where they are to report to duty unless they are using 

their private vehicle and are either called out on an emergency defined in the County 

Vehicle Use Policy, or are required to travel to perform a job responsibility outside of 

their ordinary work schedule". He said the requested amendment is to add: "or on 

call" and asked the difference between "on call" and "called out". Mr. Couch said in 

the County Vehicle Policy the emergency on call provision is if there is an eminent 

threat to life or property. The proposed change is to clarify the language because "on 

call" might be construed to mean an emergency. Commissioner Jackson had some 

concern with the amended wording. He commented that being "called out" and "on 

call" are two different things. There was some discussion of county vehicle assignment 

for the department head in question. An explanation was given for verification of 

requests for mileage reimbursements and requirements for documentation of assigned 

county vehicles. Mr. Couch suggested deferral of this amendment to allow research of 

other options. Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to defer action on the 

amendment until a later meeting. Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion and it 

carried, unanimously. 

Chairman Nevil asked fur comments from the Commissioners and staff. Public 

Safety Director Ted Wynn reminded the Board of the NIMS Training for Elected 

Officials scheduled this evening at 6:00 p.rn. at City Hall. 

Chairman Nevil commented on the ACCG 12th District Meeting to be held on 

October 31 st in Darien. Chairman Nevil, Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner 

Tankersley and Mr. Couch plan to attend this meeting. 



Chairman Nevil commented on the Turpentine Festival Parade in Portal on 

Saturday, October 27th
• A determination to participate will be made later in the week. 

Chairman Nevil asked fur other comments. Commissioner Thompson said he 

had been approached by several people concerning this issue. He offered a motion to 

join the City of Statesboro and the Board of Education to install water and sewer down 

Highway 301 from the Industrial Park to 116 in order that more land be opened fur 

industrial development which will provide more jobs and more taxes fur Bulloch 

County. Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion. In discussion Commissioner 

Rushing said he had also been approached by several citizens and some elected officials 

and he concurred with this action. He has heard a comment made that if the Board of 

Education which is in the business of educating children could see the economic benefits 

of the water and sewer expansion to 116, why weren't the Commissioners responding in 

like manner. Commissioner Tankersley said the Board of Education could quickly 

enter into an agreement because they had money readily available which actually came 

from the Board of Commissioners and because of the County's money constraints, the 

County had to research were the money would come from and how it would be repaid. 

The City of Statesboro can readily recoup its money from the sale of sewer and water. 

The County didn't have an easy, quick decision to make. She added that there were a 

lot of unanswered questions and she thought the County had done the right thing by 

taking the time to research the questions. She said it is a good commercial, industrial 

project with which everyone agreed and she thought this agreement had been conveyed 

to the other two entities by the County Manager. Chairman Nevil responded that the 

County's approval had actually been given. Mr. Couch said the County had agreed in 

principle in lieu of final word of commitment from Flying J. Chairman Nevil asked if 

the proposed development does not proceed is the County obligated to the water and 

sewer expansion on the Highway 301 corridor. Mr. Couch said he thought the 

premises would have to change by all the parties involved and he thought it would 

dissolve because the incremental source of revenue to make the debt service wouldn't 

exist. The motion carried, unanimously. 

Chairman Nevil asked for other comments. Commissioner Rushing offered a 

motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion and 

it carried, unanimously. 


