
            February 2, 2010 
Statesboro, GA 
 
Regular Meeting 

 
     The Board of Commissioners met at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the 

North Main Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  

Commissioner Anthony Simmons gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. 

     Ms. Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the 

commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, 

Commissioner Tankersley, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Rushing, 

Commissioner Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson. The following staff were present: 

County Manager Thomas Couch, Staff Attorney Jeff Akins, Chief Financial Officer 

Harry Starling,  Zoning Administrator Randy Newman, Airport Manager Jeff Herrington, 

County Attorney Charles Brown, EMS Director Lee Eckles, and Planning and Zoning 

Development Director Andy Welch. 

After Roll Call, the first item of business was the approval of the General Agenda.  

Chairman Nevil asked for amendments or modifications of the General Agenda.  County 

Manager Thomas Couch asked to address the Board, and requested that the following 

amendments be made to the General Agenda: (1) Add a report by the County Attorney 

after Public Comments and (2) to add Item #2 to the New Business Agenda for the 

discussion and/or action to authorize the County Manager to execute an agreement 

between Bulloch County EMS and East Georgia Regional Medical Center for the 

provision of emergency transfer transportation for a certain class of patients.  Hearing no 

further amendments, Commissioner Tankersley offered a motion to approve the General 

Agenda as amended.  Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion, and it carried 

unanimously.   

The next item of business was the approval of the Minutes for the Regular 

Meeting and Work Shop that were held on January 19, 2010.  Chairman Nevil asked for 

corrections or modifications.  Without hearing corrections or modifications, 

Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting as 

presented.  Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   



Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in 

writing.  Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald and County Manager Thomas Couch both 

stated there were no formal requests or petitions received in writing.  Hearing no public 

comments, Chairman Nevil moved forward to the scheduled Presentation 

The next item, which was added to the Agenda, was a Presentation by County 

Attorney Charles Brown.  Mr. Brown summarized and discussed the County’s litigation 

and judgment against Mary Foreman and Michael Henderson.  Mr. Brown stated that the 

case is over, subject to the right to an appeal by the Defendants until February 28th.   

After further discussion from Mr. Brown, Chairman Nevil thanked Mr. Brown, Mr. 

Akins, and the Staff for all of their hard work on the case.   

The next item on the Agenda was to approve the Consent Agenda as presented: 

(1) To dispense with the reading and adopt a Resolution to transfer a surplus vehicle to 

the City of Statesboro (See Exhibit #2010-19) and (2) to approve a Contract Agreement 

for Consulting Services related to the design of the terminal area pavement rejuvenation 

project at the Statesboro Bulloch County Airport (See Exhibit #2010-20).  Without 

discussion from the Board, Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Tankersley seconded the motion, and it 

carried unanimously. 

Without any Old or Unfinished Business, Chairman Nevil stated that the first item 

of New Business was the discussion and/or action to consider an Amendment of Article 

II of Chapter Eight (8) of the County Code of Ordinances pertaining to Septic Tank 

Regulations.  Chairman Nevil called on Mr. Couch to initiate the discussion regarding the 

matter, and Mr. Couch stated that the amendment incorporates the revisions to the septic 

tank regulations that have been discussed with developers on several occasion and that 

the Board of Health adopted these amendments at a meeting on January 27, 2010.  

Without further discussion, Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to approve an 

Amendment of Article II of Chapter Eight (8) of the County Code of Ordinances 

pertaining to Septic Tank Regulations. (See Exhibit #2010-21).  Commissioner 

Tankersley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

The second item of New Business was the discussion and/or action authorizing 

the County Manager to execute an agreement between Bulloch County EMS and East 



Georgia Regional Medical Center (EGRMC) for the provision of emergency transfer 

transportation for a certain class of patients. Chairman Nevil called on Mr. Couch to 

initiate the discussion regarding the matter, and Mr. Couch stated that EGRMC will begin 

offering Emergent and Elective PCI (Coronary Interventions) in the Spring of 2010 and 

the Georgia Department of Community Health requires hospitals that perform PCI’s 

without Open Heart Back-up to have a written agreement with EMS to provide 

emergency transportation.  Chairman Nevil called on EMS Director Lee Eckles to discuss 

any other matters relevant to the agreement, and Mr. Eckles stated that the agreement is 

for a thirty-six (36) month trial period and that PCI is a treatment for certain types of 

heart attacks.  Without further discussion, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to 

authorize the County Manager to execute an agreement between Bulloch County EMS 

and East Georgia Regional Medical Center (EGRMC) for the provision of emergency 

transfer transportation for a certain class of patients (See Exhibit #2010-22). 

Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

With no further items of New Business, Chairman Nevil asked if there were any 

comments from the Commission or Staff.  Chairman Nevil asked each Commissioner to 

take thirty seconds for any general comments or statements, beginning with Mrs. 

Tankersley and then proceeding down the bench accordingly.  Commissioner Tankersley 

discussed several road complaints and asked that the County Engineer survey the roads to 

determine if there is any possible way to fix the drainage problems.  Commissioner 

Tankersley also discussed amending the animal control ordinances to prevent people 

from tethering their dogs.  Chairman Nevil also discussed road complaints and drainage 

problems. Commissioner Thompson discussed revising the Purchasing Policy to include 

a local vendor preference of 7%.  After further discussion, County Manager Thomas 

Couch informed the Board about a scheduled lunch with the new President of Georgia 

Southern University on February 12th and an informal meeting with the Development 

Authority at the Gateway Pond House on February 16th.  Without any further comments 

from the Commission or Staff, Chairman Nevil stated the Board would recess for ten 

minutes, and then reconvene for the Zoning and Land Use Meeting.   

The meeting was reconvened for the Public Hearings regarding Zoning and Land 

Use matters, and Chairman Nevil welcomed the guests and called the Zoning and Land 



Use meeting to order.  Commissioner Thompson was absent from the Zoning and Land 

Use meeting.  Chairman Nevil asked for any modifications before the approval of the 

Zoning and Land Use Agenda.   County Manager Thomas Couch asked to address the 

Board, and asked to add, as Item #4 to the Zoning and Land Use Agenda, a report 

regarding the Engineering Proposals for the Zoning case relating to the Convenience 

Store at Five Points.  After further discussion, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to 

approve the Zoning and Land Use Agenda as amended.  Commissioner Tankersley 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.  Chairman Nevil asked Zoning 

Administrator Randy Newman to present the four items of business.   

Zoning Administrator Randy Newman presented Item #1 which was an 

application submitted by the Mary Joiner Estate requesting a rezone from PUD (Planned 

Unit Development) to GC (General Commercial) to construct a Gasoline Station with a 

Convenience Store on approximately .99 acres out of a 3.71 acre tract.  The property is 

located at the intersection of Langston Chapel Road and Old Register Road, tax map 

#077 000043 000. The Planning and Zoning Commission and Staff recommended the 

approval of the request with conditions.  Acting as Agent, Mr. Scott Joiner stated that the 

outside of the store will be brick and that construction should be completed in June.  Mr. 

Newman stated that no one signed up to speak in regards to the request.    Without further 

discussion, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the Mary Joiner Estate’s 

rezone request from PUD (Planned Unit Development) to GC (General Commercial) to 

construct a Gasoline Station with a Convenience Store on approximately .99 acres out of 

a 3.71 acre tract with the conditions set forth in Exhibit #2010-23.  Commissioner 

Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

    Zoning Administrator Randy Newman presented Item #2 which was an 

application submitted by the Mary Joiner Estate requesting a rezone from PUD (Planned 

Unit Development) to R-2 (Multi-Family) to construct multi-family dwellings on 

approximately 2.72 acres out of a 3.71 acre tract.  The property is located at the 

intersection of Langston Chapel Road and Old Register Road, tax map #077 000043 000. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission and Staff recommended the approval of the 

request with conditions.  Acting as Agent, Mr. Scott Joiner stated the dwellings will be 

consistent with the neighboring development.  Mr. Newman stated that no one signed up 



to speak in regards to the request.    Without further discussion, Commissioner Simmons 

offered a motion to approve the Mary Joiner Estate’s rezone request from PUD (Planned 

Unit Development) to R-2 (Multi-Family) to construct multi-family dwellings on 

approximately 2.72 acres out of a 3.71 acre tract with the conditions set forth in Exhibit 

#2010-24.  Commissioner Tankersley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

Zoning Administrator Randy Newman presented Item #3 which was an 

application submitted by Scott B. Martin requesting a rezone from HC (Highway 

Commercial) to HI (Heavy Industrial) and a conditional use for Heavy Manufacturing to 

operate a concrete manufacturing business.  The property consists of two parcels totaling 

3.35 acres and is located on Highway 80 West, tax map #MS27000008 00 and 

#MS27000008A 000. The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended the approval 

of the request with an extra condition and the Staff recommended denail of the request 

unless several conditions were required.  Mr. Scott B. Martin stated he had no comments 

unless the Board had any questions.   Mr. Newman stated that no one signed up to speak 

in regards to the request.  Without further discussion, Commissioner Tankersley offered a 

motion to approve Mr. Martin’s rezone request from HC (Highway Commercial) to HI 

(Heavy Industrial) and a conditional use for Heavy Manufacturing to operate a concrete 

manufacturing business with the conditions set forth in Exhibit #2010-25.  Commissioner 

Simmons seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.  Sign-in sheets for Zoning 

Matters are shown in Exhibit #2010-26. 

Mr. Couch asked to address the Board, and discussed the Engineering Proposals 

for the Zoning case relating to the Convenience Store at Five Points.  Mr. Couch 

summarized the RFP, the fee schedules, and the qualifications the Engineering firm must 

meet.  Mr. Couch stated that once the study was complete and bids were turned in, he 

would bring the top three recommendations to the Board for a decision. 

After further discussion, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to adjourn the 

Zoning and Land Use Meeting.  Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it 

carried unanimously.   

    

      _______________________________________ 

       J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 



 

___________________________________ 

Attest: Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board 


