
            January 19, 2010 
Statesboro, GA 
 
Regular Meeting 

 
     The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room of the 

North Main Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  

Chairman Nevil also gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. 

     Ms. Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the 

commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, 

Commissioner Tankersley, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Rushing, 

Commissioner Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson. The following staff were present: 

County Manager Thomas Couch, Staff Attorney Jeff Akins, Public Safety Director Ted 

Wynn, Zoning Administrator Randy Newman, County Engineer Kirk Tatum, Statesboro 

Bulloch County Parks and Recreation Director Mike Rollins, Elections Supervisor Pat 

Lanier Jones, Human Resource Director Heather McNeal, and Planning and Zoning 

Development Director Andy Welch. 

After Roll Call, the first item of business was the approval of the Minutes for the 

Regular Meeting that was held on January 5, 2010.  Chairman Nevil asked for corrections 

or modifications.  Without hearing any corrections or modifications, Commissioner 

Simmons offered a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting as presented.  

Commissioner Tankersley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

The next item of business was the approval of the General Agenda.  Chairman 

Nevil asked for amendments or modifications of the General Agenda.  County Manager 

Thomas Couch asked to address the Board, and stated the following amendment to the 

General Agenda: (1) Add an item to the Workshop Agenda for the discussion and/or 

action to adopt a Resolution to commit 2007 SPLOST Funds for a pending application to 

the State Transportation Infrastructure Bank.  Hearing no further amendments, 

Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the General Agenda as amended.  

Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in 

writing.  Hearing no Public Comments, Chairman Nevil stated that the Board has four 

petitioned items under this portion of the Agenda to address.  First, Commissioner 



Simmons introduced Reverend John C. Newkirk, Pastor of the Grove Missionary Baptist 

Church, located on Ponderosa Road.  Reverend Newkirk stated that he was petitioning 

the Board to pave Ponderosa Road, and to use eminent domain to secure the necessary 

right-of-ways from the property owners who are unwilling to deed the necessary acreage 

to the County.  After substantial deliberation, Commissioner Thompson and 

Commissioner Simmons both volunteered to meet with the Ponderosa Road property 

owners in order to obtain their signatures for the right-of-way petition that the County 

requires.  Second, Mr. Joel Martin, who represents Bulloch County on the Coastal 

Workforce Investment Board (CWIB), explained that the CWIB uses Federal money to 

prepare and train high school students and GED recipients for the workforce.  After 

further discussion, Mr. Martin thanked the Commissioners for allowing him to continue 

to serve on the Board.  Third, Chairman Nevil introduced the new director of the 

Statesboro Regional Library, Mrs. Sharon Rowe, who discussed the different programs 

offered by the Library.  Chairman Nevil stated that Mr. Rahn Milligan would be the 

fourth participant to speak, but that Mr. Milligan was unable to attend the meeting and 

would reschedule to address the Board during the second meeting in February.                  

Chairman Nevil asked Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald and County Manager 

Thomas Couch if there were any further requests to address the Board.  Ms. Fitzgerald 

and Mr. Couch both stated that there were no other formal requests or petitions received 

in writing.  Hearing no further public comments, Chairman Nevil moved forward to the 

Consent Agenda. 

The next item on the Agenda was to approve the Consent Agenda as presented: 

(1) To adopt a Resolution to fix and publish qualifying fees for election to county offices 

as recommended by the Elections and Registration Department (See Exhibit #2010-9); 

(2) To authorize an amendment to the Employee Health Insurance Plan as recommended 

by Chief Legal Counsel (See Exhibit #2010-10); (3) To grant an Alcoholic Beverage 

License Renewal for 2010 for package retail beer and wine sales to Mrs. Narinder Kaur 

of Minit Mart #3, which is located at 6209 Georgia Highway 67, Brooklet, Georgia; (4)  

To grant a temporary 90-day Alcoholic Beverage License Renewal for package retail 

beer and wine sales to Brook Hallat for Fast and Easy III, which is located at 235 Lanier 

Drive, Statesboro, Georgia; (5) To authorize the County Manager to execute a purchase 



award and contract to Sheppard Well Drilling, of Sylvania, Georgia, for the installation of 

a four (4) inch well at Fletcher Park based on the lowest order and most advantageous bid 

of $9,621.78; (6) To authorize the County Manager to execute an agreement based on a 

sole source solicitation with Doyle Academy to provide a Spring baseball/softball school 

for the Parks and Recreation Department (See Exhibit #2010-11); (7) To adopt a 

Resolution authorizing the Chairman of the Board to execute a contract with the Georgia 

Department of Transportation to fund Phase I of the S&S Greenway project (See Exhibit 

#2010-12); and (8) To adopt a Resolution authorizing a final amendment to the FY 2009 

General Appropriations Budget (See Exhibit #2010-13).  Without discussion from the 

Board, Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 

presented.  Commissioner Tankersley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

Without any Old or Unfinished Business, Chairman Nevil stated that the first item 

of New Business was the discussion and/or action to amend Chapter IV of the Code of 

Ordinances regarding Building Regulations as recommended by the Development 

Services Division.  Chairman Nevil called on Mr. Couch to initiate the discussion 

regarding the matter, and Mr. Couch  stated that the minor updates and changes address 

the following issues: (1) addition of the International Existing Building Code which will 

help guide remodeling and addition projects; (2) addition of inspections currently 

required by the Building Code to the Ordinance; (3) minor technical corrections; and (4) 

updating the Road Naming and Property Numbering section to comply with National 

Emergency Number Association (NENA) standards.  After discussion from Development 

Services Director Andy Welch and Chief Building Inspector Herman Butler, 

Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to amend Chapter IV of the Code of 

Ordinances regarding Building Regulations as recommended by the Development 

Services Division (See Exhibit #2010-14).  Commissioner Simmons seconded the 

motion, and it carried unanimously. 

The second item of New Business was the discussion and/or action to amend 

Chapter 6.5 of the Code of Ordinances regarding Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control 

as recommended by the Development Services Division.  Chairman Nevil called on Mr. 

Couch to initiate the discussion regarding the matter, and Mr. Couch stated that as a 

Local Issuing Authority for land disturbance, Bulloch County is required to adopt the 



most recent Georgia Model Ordinance for Erosion, Sedimentation, and Pollution Control 

within a year of the state’s notice of a change, and the State updated the model ordinance 

on July 1, 2009.  Mr. Couch stated that the primary difference between the County’s 

current ordinance and the new ordinance being proposed include the following: (1) 

updated and clarified definitions; (2) better guidance in determining the presence of and 

type of State waters; (3) education and certification requirements of those involved in the 

land disturbing process; and (4) other minor technical changes.  After discussion from 

Development Services Director Andy Welch and Chief Building Inspector Herman 

Butler, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to amend Chapter 6.5 of the Code of 

Ordinances regarding Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control as recommended by the 

Development Services Division (See Exhibit #2010-15).  Commissioner Simmons 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

With no further items of New Business, Chairman Nevil asked if there were any 

comments from the Commission or Staff.  Chairman Nevil asked each Commissioner to 

take thirty seconds for any general comments or statements, beginning with Mrs. 

Tankersley and then proceeding down the bench accordingly.  Commissioner Tankersley 

discussed NACO’s Prescription Drug Card Program, and the Board agreed to have the 

Staff further research the program’s contract.  Commissioner Thompson stated that 

Commissioner Jackson is at home and feeling better.  Commissioner Simmons, Chairman 

Nevil, Commissioner Rushing, and Commissioner Gibson did not make any comments.   

Without any further comments from the Commission or Staff, Chairman Nevil stated the 

Board would adjourn from the regular meeting, recess, and then reconvene for the 

Workshop.   Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting.  

Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

 

    

      _______________________________________ 

       J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

 

___________________________________ 

Attest: Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board 


