
           November 15, 2011 

Statesboro, GA 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

     The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room of the 

North Main Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  

Commissioner Anthony Simmons gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. 

     Ms. Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the 

commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, 

Vice Chairman Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson. The following staff were present: County 

Manager Thomas Couch, Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald, Chief Financial Officer 

Harry Starling, Development Services Director Andy Welch, Public Safety Director Ted 

Wynn, Sheriff Lynn Anderson, Airport Manager Jeff Herrington, Zoning Administrator 

Randy Newman, Statesboro Bulloch County Parks and Recreation Director Mike Rollins, 

Area Road Superintendent Mike Boyett, Area Road Superintendent Therman Fail, and 

County Engineer & Capital Projects Director Kirk Tatum.    

After Roll Call, the first item of business was the approval of the General Agenda.  

Chairman Nevil asked for amendments or modifications of the General Agenda.   County 

Manager Thomas Couch asked that the General Agenda be amended by: (1) adding as 

Item #3 for New Business, the discussion and/or action regarding a sole source proposal 

for survey and engineering purposes; (2) adding as Item #4 for New Business, the 

discussion and/or action to adopt a Resolution validating the November 8
th

 elections 

results; and (3) adding as Item #5 for New Business, the discussion and/or action 

regarding proposals for smack and soft drink vending machines on various County 

properties.  Hearing no further amendments or modifications, Commissioner Mosley 

offered a motion to approve the General Agenda as amended.  Commissioner Rushing 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

The next item of business was the approval of the Minutes for the Regular 

Meeting and the Executive Session held on November 1, 2011.  Chairman Nevil called 

for corrections or modifications to the Minutes.  Without hearing any corrections or 



modifications, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the minutes as 

presented.  Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Next, Chairman Nevil presented a Proclamation to Sheriff’s Deputy Reynaldo 

Rodriguez recognizing his award of Deputy Sheriff of the Year for 2011.  Chairman 

Nevil and Sheriff Lynn Anderson both thanked Deputy Rodriguez for his service and 

heroism.    

Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in 

writing.  Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald and County Manager Thomas Couch both 

stated there were no formal requests or petitions received in writing. Hearing no 

comments from the public, Chairman Nevil moved forward to the Consent Agenda. 

Chairman Nevil stated that the next item on the Agenda was to approve the 

Consent Agenda as follows: (1) to dispense with the reading and adopt a resolution 

authorizing the sale of personal property at the Statesboro Bulloch County Airport (See 

Exhibit #2011-137).  After some discussion, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Thompson seconded the 

motion, and it carried unanimously.    

With no items of Old or Unfinished Business, Chairman Nevil stated that the first 

item of New Business was the discussion and or action to consider amending the County 

Code of Ordinances, Section 3-87 of Article V in Chapter 3, to enable the sale of package 

beer and wine on Sundays for off-premise consumption. Chairman Nevil called on 

County Manager Thomas Couch to initiate the discussion regarding the matter, and Mr. 

Couch stated that the on November 8
th

, the Sunday Sales referendum was passed by 

voters in Bulloch County and that the Ordinance Amendment would provide the 

necessary guidelines for the package store owners.  After some discussion, Commissioner 

Rushing offered a motion to approve the amendment to the County Code of Ordinances, 

Section 3-87 of Article V in Chapter 3, to enable the sale of package beer and wine on 

Sundays for off-premise consumption (See Exhibit #2011-138).  Commissioner Simmons 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Chairman Nevil stated that the second item of New Business was the discussion 

and or action to consider a call for an election for the approval or rejection of Sunday 

sales of alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption.  Chairman Nevil called on 



County Manager Thomas Couch to initiate the discussion regarding the matter, and Mr. 

Couch stated that the referendum to authorize Sunday package sales of malt beverages 

and wind in the unincorporated areas of Bulloch County was approved in the recent 

election, and that O.C.G.A. Section 3-3-7 also authorizes counties and municipalities to 

place the question of Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages for consumption on-premises 

before the voters in a referendum.  County Attorney Jeff Akins stated that Forest Heights 

Country Club asked that the on-premise consumption for Sunday be placed on the March 

2012 ballot.  After some discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to 

approve a call for an election for the approval or rejection of Sunday sales of alcoholic 

beverages for on-premise consumption (See Exhibit #2011-139).  Commissioner Rushing 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Chairman Nevil stated that the third item of New Business was the discussion and 

or action to consider a sole source proposal from EMC Engineering for surveying and 

engineering at the intersection of Cawana Road and the S&S Railroad Bed Road.  

Chairman Nevil called on County Manager Thomas Couch to initiate the discussion 

regarding the matter, and Mr. Couch stated that since the original Greenway project 

began, significant development and traffic has formed on Cawana Road, and rather than 

have Lose and Associates redesign plans where they may not have expertise in traffic 

calming engineering, the Staff has recommended a local alternative with EMC 

Engineering.  After some discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to 

approve a sole source proposal from EMC Engineering for surveying and engineering at 

the intersection of Cawana Road and the S&S Railroad Bed Road (See Exhibit #2011-

140).  Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Chairman Nevil stated that the fourth item of New Business was the discussion 

and or action to dispense with the reading and adopt a resolution to declare and validate 

the November 8, 2011, election results.  Chairman Nevil called on County Manager 

Thomas Couch to initiate the discussion regarding the matter, and Mr. Couch stated that 

per state law governing obligation bonds, a resolution declaring the recent election results 

is necessary to preserve the authority to issue the general obligation bonds that were 

approved in the SLPOST referendum question on November 8, 2011.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to approve a resolution to declare 



and validate the November 8, 2011, election results (See Exhibit #2011-141).  

Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Chairman Nevil stated that the fifth item of New Business was the discussion and 

or action to accept the most advantageous proposals for snack and soft drink vending 

machines at various County facilities.  Chairman Nevil called on County Manager 

Thomas Couch to initiate the discussion regarding the matter, and Mr. Couch stated that 

proposals were received on August 19
th

, 2011 for these services, and that he has been 

deliberating with each vendor on the premise that the County splits the award with Coca 

Cola offering soft drinks and South Georgia Sales offering snacks, since both are local 

vendors.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the 

County Manager’s request to negotiate and accept the most advantageous proposals for 

snack and soft drink vending machines at various County facilities.  Commissioner 

Mosley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

With no further items of New Business, Chairman Nevil asked each 

Commissioner to take thirty seconds for any general comments or statements, beginning 

with Commissioner Simmons and then proceeding down the bench accordingly.  

Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Thompson, and 

Commissioner Gibson all thanked the Sheriff’s Department and all County Departments 

for their hard work, and welcomed the students in the audience.    

After further discussion, Chairman Nevil asked for comments from the Staff, and 

Sheriff Lynn Anderson invited the Commissioners to attend a retirement reception for 

Deputy Charlie Hendrix on December 16
th

.   County Manager Thomas Couch and the 

Board discussed visiting an arena facility in Clay County, Florida, on December 5
th

.   

Chairman Nevil asked if there were any further comments from the Commission 

or Staff.  Hearing no further comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil called 

for a recess before starting the scheduled Workshop. 

 

WORKSHOP 

 The meeting was reconvened for the scheduled Workshop, and Chairman Nevil 

called on Commissioner Thompson to introduce the first item for discussion.  

Commissioner Thompson stated that he would like to amend the Sign Ordinance to allow 



an individual who owns property to place their business sign on their personal property 

without having to pay the fee for a permit.  Commissioner Gibson and Commissioner 

Rushing agreed with Commissioner Thompson regarding waiving the permit fee.  Zoning 

Administrator Randy Newman stated that the permit fee for a permanent sign is a 

onetime charge of $150.00 as long as the sign is properly maintained and built according 

to code.  After further discussion, County Manager Thomas Couch stated that the Staff 

would research the permit fee issue, and report back to the Board with a possible solution 

in a few months.  No action was taken regarding this matter.        

 Next, Chairman Nevil called on Commissioner Gibson to introduce the second 

item for discussion.  Commissioner Gibson stated that he has received many complaints 

from business owners in the County regarding the $125.00 Occupational Tax Certificate.  

Commissioner Thompson agreed that the fee is too high.  Commissioner Rushing stated 

that he would like to eliminate the Occupational Tax Certificate.  Zoning Administrator 

Randy Newman stated that most counties and cities charge a small flat fee plus an 

elevated fee based on how many employees work for the business.  After further 

discussion, County Manager Thomas Couch stated that the Staff would research the 

different fee schedules, and report back to the Board in a few months.  No action was 

taken regarding this matter.  

Chairman Nevil stated that there was no further business for the Workshop, and 

asked if there were any further comments from the Commission or Staff.  Hearing no 

further comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil asked for a motion to adjourn.  

Commissioner Rushing offered a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Mosley 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

       J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

 

___________________________________ 

Attest: Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board 


