
           October 18, 2011 

Statesboro, GA 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

     The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room of the 

North Main Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  

Commissioner Roy Thompson gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. 

     Ms. Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the 

commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, 

Vice Chairman Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson. The following staff were present: County 

Manager Thomas Couch, Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald, Chief Financial Officer 

Harry Starling, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, Deputy Clerk Christy Strickland, and 

County Engineer & Capital Projects Director Kirk Tatum.    

After Roll Call, the first item of business was the approval of the General Agenda.  

Chairman Nevil asked for amendments or modifications of the General Agenda.   County 

Manager Thomas Couch asked that the General Agenda be amended by adding as Item 

#1 for New Business, prior to Commission and Staff Comments, the discussion and/or 

action to consider the lowest and most responsible bid for paving and drainage 

improvements at the Pretoria-Rushing Trailhead of the S&S Greenway.  Hearing no 

further amendments or modifications, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to approve 

the General Agenda as amended.  Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion, and it 

carried unanimously.   

The next item of business was the approval of the Minutes for the Regular 

Meeting held on October 4, 2011.  Chairman Nevil called for corrections or 

modifications to the Minutes.  Without hearing any corrections or modifications, 

Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  

Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Next, Chairman Nevil presented a Proclamation recognizing November 6
th

, 2011, 

as Georgia’s Retired Educators Day to Dr. Carolyn Hobbs, Mrs. Julie Lanier, Mr. John 

Carr, Mr. Johnny Tremble, and Mr. Fred Shaver.   



Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in 

writing.  Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald and County Manager Thomas Couch both 

stated there were no formal requests or petitions received in writing.  Mr. Fredrick 

Chapin, a Georgia Southern University student, stated that he has made several attempts 

to meet with the Board of Elections, regarding the possible relocation of the Pittman Park 

polling site to a site at Georgia Southern, but feels as if he has been getting the run 

around from the Elections Supervisor.  Mr. Aaron Randall, a Georgia Southern 

University student, stated that Dr. Keel has approved several venues on campus for a 

potential polling place.  After further discussion, County Manager Thomas Couch stated 

that he would discuss the issue with the Elections Supervisor to get further information 

regarding the matter.  Hearing no further comments from the public, Chairman Nevil 

moved forward to the scheduled Presentation. 

Chairman Nevil stated that the Board received one petition to appear before the 

Board for a Presentation by the consulting engineers for the A.J. Riggs Road Economic 

Development Project, Hofstadter and Associates of Macon, Georgia.  Mr. Carl Hofstadter 

stated that the final design will be sent to DOT and EDA soon, everything has been sent 

to the railroad, and construction will be begin once everything is fully permitted.  After 

further discussion, Mr. Hofstadter stated that he appreciated Bulloch County’s business.   

With no items for the Consent Agenda, Chairman Nevil stated that the only item 

of New Business was the discussion and or action to consider accepting the lowest and 

most responsible bid and to further authorize the County Manager to execute a contract 

based on unit-cost quantities for paving and drainage improvements at the Pretoria-

Rushing Trailhead on the S&S Greenway in the aggregate amount of $47,287.58 to Ellis 

Wood Construction.  Chairman Nevil called on County Manager Thomas Couch to 

initiate the discussion regarding the matter, and Mr. Couch stated that the trailheads need 

to be completed as soon as possible before the grant time limit expires.  After further 

discussion, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to approve the lowest and most 

responsible bid and to further authorize the County Manager to execute a contract based 

on unit-cost quantities for paving and drainage improvements at the Pretoria-Rushing 

Trailhead on the S&S Greenway in the aggregate amount of $47,287.58 to Ellis Wood 

Construction.  Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   



With no items of Old or Unfinished Business, Chairman Nevil asked each 

Commissioner to take thirty seconds for any general comments or statements, beginning 

with Commissioner Simmons and then proceeding down the bench accordingly.  

Commissioner Simmons and Commissioner Mosley thanked the Staff for all of their hard 

work and welcomed Mr. Carlos and Mrs. Pearl Brown to the meeting.  Commissioner 

Thompson thanked Mr. Hofstadter for the update on the A.J. Riggs Road project.  

Commissioner Gibson informed the Board that he and Mr. Couch received two grant 

checks and also visited the Ag Arena in Nichols, Georgia.  

After further discussion, Chairman Nevil asked for comments from the Staff, and 

County Manager Thomas Couch stated that he would be attending the Georgia City and 

County Managers Meeting in Augusta and would be out of the office from October 26
th

 

until October 28
th

.  Mr. Couch also stated that he is still trying to schedule trips to visit 

Ag Arenas.  Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald reminded the Board that about the 

ACCG District 12 Meeting in Pooler on October 26
th

.    

Chairman Nevil asked if there were any further comments from the Commission 

or Staff.  Hearing no further comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil stated 

that there was no further business expected for the open session of the regular agenda, 

and the Board must close the meeting and enter into Executive Session to discuss 

Personnel Matters.  Chairman Nevil stated that at the conclusion of the Executive 

Session, which was expected to last about fifteen minutes, the Board would recess and 

then reconvene in all likelihood to move for adjournment.  Chairman Nevil called for a 

motion to adjourn into Executive Session in accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A. 

50-14-3 and other applicable laws, pursuant to the advice of the Chief Corporate Counsel, 

Jeff Akins, for the purposes of deliberating on Personnel Matters.  Without further 

discussion, Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to enter into Executive Session to 

discuss Personnel Matters (See Exhibit #2011-121).  Commissioner Mosley seconded the 

motion, and it carried unanimously.  Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson voted in 

favor of the motion. 

 



The meeting was reconvened, and Chairman Nevil asked if there were any further 

comments from the Commission or Staff.  Hearing no further comments from the Board 

or Staff, Chairman Nevil asked for a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Mosley offered a 

motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

       J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

 

___________________________________ 

Attest: Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board 


