
           September 20, 2011 

Statesboro, GA 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

     The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room of the 

North Main Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  

Chairman Nevil gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. 

     Ms. Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the 

commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, 

Vice Chairman Mosley, Commissioner Ethridge, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson. The following staff were present: County 

Manager Thomas Couch, County Attorney Jeff Akins, Chief Financial Officer Harry 

Starling, Development Services Director Andy Welch, Clerk of the Board Maggie 

Fitzgerald, , Area Road Superintendent Mike Boyett, Area Road Superintendent Therman 

Fail, Purchasing Director Kenny Trapnell, Deputy Clerk Christy Strickland, Human 

Resources Manager Karen Grabenstein, County Engineer Kirk Tatum, Fire Chief Randy 

Walker, and Environmental Management Director Bob Smith.    

After Roll Call, the first item of business was the approval of the General Agenda.  

Chairman Nevil asked for amendments or modifications of the General Agenda.  Hearing 

no amendments or modifications, Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to approve 

the General Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion, and it 

carried unanimously.   

The next item of business was the approval of the Minutes for the Special Called 

Meeting that was held on September 2, 2011, and the Regular Meeting that was held on 

September 6, 2011.  Chairman Nevil called for corrections or modifications to the 

Minutes.  Without hearing any corrections or modifications, Commissioner Gibson 

offered a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Ethridge seconded 

the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Next, Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in 

writing.  Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald and County Manager Thomas Couch both 

stated there were no formal requests or petitions received in writing.  Hearing no 

comments from the public, Chairman Nevil moved forward to the Consent Agenda. 



Chairman Nevil stated that the next item on the Agenda was to approve the 

Consent Agenda as follows: (1) to approve the appointments of Margie Peavey-Shuman, 

Roger Branch, and Pearl Brown to the Coastal Regional Commission’s Area Agency on 

Aging Board and (2) to authorize the County Manager to execute a purchase order and 

award a bid to the lowest and most responsible bidder, Smith Steel Structures, Inc., in the 

amount of $18,537.00, for the construction of one fire station on Clito Road.  Without 

discussion, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 

presented.  Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

Chairman Nevil stated that the only item of Old/Unfinished Business was the 

discussion and/or action to authorize the County Manager to execute a purchase order 

and award a bid to the lowest and most responsible bidder, Southeast Pavement Service 

(Reeves Construction Company) of Macon, Georgia, in the amount of $156,860.00, for 

the paving of Johnny Brannen Road.   Chairman Nevil called on County Manager 

Thomas Couch to initiate the discussion regarding the matter, and Mr. Couch stated that 

the original bids had been rejected and the project had been re-bid.  Mr. Couch stated that 

the second round of bids were satisfactory, and recommended the approval of the bid.  

Without discussion, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to authorize the County 

Manager to execute a purchase order and award a bid to the lowest and most responsible 

bidder, Southeast Pavement Service (Reeves Construction Company) of Macon, Georgia, 

in the amount of $156,860.00, for the paving of Johnny Brannen Road.  Commissioner 

Ethridge seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

With no further Items of New Business, Chairman Nevil stated that the first 

Presentation that was heard by the Board was from Tom Leslie, PE, Director of External 

Affairs for the Georgia Engineering Alliance, regarding Qualifications Based Selection 

(QBS) for Design Professionals.  Mr. Leslie discussed how to hire an engineer for a large 

project and reviewed the process of QBS.   

The second Presentation that was heard by the Board was from County Manager 

Thomas Couch regarding the Transportation Improvement Program.  Mr. Couch 

discussed problems and issues, status of the current TIP, proposed revisions, network 

resurfacing issues, and the Southeast Quadrant issues.  After Mr. Couch’s presentation, 

the Board discussed issues with several roads that need to be paved.  



After the Presentations, Chairman Nevil asked each Commissioner to take thirty 

seconds for any general comments or statements, beginning with Commissioner Ethridge 

and then proceeding down the bench accordingly.  All the Commissioners thanked the 

Staff for their hard work, especially the Roads Department.  Commissioner Mosley and 

Commissioner Thompson asked County Engineer Kirk Tatum to follow up on what needs 

to be done to get several dirt roads ready to be paved. 

With no further comments from the Board, Chairman Nevil asked for comments 

from the Staff.  Hearing no comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil asked for 

a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner 

Mosley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.   

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

       J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

 

___________________________________ 

Attest: Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board 


