
           September 6, 2011 

Statesboro, GA 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

     The Board of Commissioners met at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the 

North Main Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  

County Manager Thomas Couch gave the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. 

     Ms. Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the 

commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, 

Vice Chairman Mosley, Commissioner Ethridge, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson.  The following staff were present: County 

Manager Thomas Couch, Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald, Development Services 

Director Andy Welch, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, Area Road Superintendents 

Mike Boyett and Therman Fail, Deputy Clerk Christy Strickland, and Zoning 

Administrator Randy Newman.    

After Roll Call, Chairman Nevil opened the meeting for Public Hearings 

regarding Zoning and Land Use matters and stated that the first item of business was the 

approval of the Zoning and Land Use Agenda.  Chairman Nevil asked for amendments or 

modifications of the Zoning and Land Use Agenda.  Hearing none, Commissioner Gibson 

offered a motion to approve the Zoning and Land Use Agenda as presented.  

Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.  Chairman Nevil 

asked Zoning Administrator Randy Newman to present the first item of business.       

Zoning Administrator Randy Newman presented Item #1 which was an 

application submitted by Felton Moore requesting a rezone from R-80 (residential 80,000 

square feet) to R-40 (residential 40,000 square feet) with the intent to divide the property 

into four parcels.  Mr. Newman stated that Mr. Moore was also requesting two variances 

to allow the private access road to remain unpaved and for the private access to consist of 

30 feet instead of the required 60 feet.  Mr. Newman stated that the property consists of 

4.9 acres, and is located on George Moore Road, tax map #122 000005 000.  The Staff 

recommended and the Planning and Zoning Commission voted to approve the requests 

with conditions.  Acting as Agent, Mr. Don Marsh stated that the Moore family has 

owned the property for a very long time, and that Mr. Moore would like to sell the 



parcels of land.  Mr. Newman stated that no one signed up to speak for or against the 

rezone request.  Without further discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion 

to approve the rezone and the two variance requests with the conditions as set forth in 

Exhibit #2011-105.  Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried 

unanimously.   

Sign-in sheets for Zoning Matters are shown in Exhibit #2011-106. 

Chairman Nevil closed the Public Hearings regarding Zoning and Land Use 

matters, and asked for amendments or modifications of the General Agenda.  Hearing no 

amendments or modifications, Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to approve the 

General Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion, and it carried 

unanimously.   

The next item of business was the approval of the Minutes for the Regular 

Meeting held on August 16, 2011, and the Special Called Meeting held on August 30, 

2011.  Chairman Nevil called for corrections or modifications to the Minutes.  Without 

hearing any corrections or modifications, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to 

approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Ethridge seconded the motion, and it 

carried unanimously.   

Next, Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in 

writing.  Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald and County Manager Thomas Couch both 

stated there were no formal requests or petitions received in writing.  Hearing no 

comments from the public, Chairman Nevil moved forward to the scheduled 

Presentation. 

Chairman Nevil stated that the Board received one petition to appear before the 

Board for a Presentation by Mr. Mike Jones on behalf of the local Boys and Girls Club to 

discuss a project to be considered for future funding by the Board of Commissioners.  

Mr. Jones gave the Board a brief presentation regarding how the Boys and Girls Club 

benefits the community, and then stated that the club needs financial support for an 

expansion project.  Mr. Jones stated that the Club is requesting $300,000.00 from the 

County and $300,000.00 from the City, from SPLOST funds, in order to expand the teen 

facility to include an education room, technology lab, game room, and multi-purpose 

room.  After further discussion, County Attorney Jeff Akins stated that funding the 



expansion with SPLOST funds may not be possible because the language for the 

SPLOST referendum has already been set, and there is a provision that prohibits counties 

and cities from giving non-profit organizations SPLOST funds.  Mr. Akins stated that he 

would have to further research the SPLOST provisions and then report back to the Board.  

After further discussion, Chairman Nevil thanked Mr. Jones for his presentation.     

Chairman Nevil stated that the next item on the Agenda was to approve the 

Consent Agenda as follows: (1) to accept the Staff recommendation authorizing the 

execution of an agreement by the Chairman of the Board of Elections to use the Kiwanis 

Fairgrounds facility as a polling place for the specified period of time (See Exhibit 

#2011-107) and (2) to accept the Staff recommendation authorizing the County Manager 

to execute the first amendment to the County Employee Health Plan as provided for by 

the Chief Legal Counsel (See Exhibit #2011-108).  Without discussion, Commissioner 

Mosley offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Commissioner 

Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.    

With no items of New Business, Chairman Nevil asked each Commissioner to 

take thirty seconds for any general comments or statements, beginning with 

Commissioner Ethridge and then proceeding down the bench accordingly.  

Commissioner Ethridge, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson all thanked Mr. Jones and the rest of the Boys and 

Girls Club supporters for attending the meeting and informing the Board about what a 

wonderful asset the Club is to the community.  .   

After further discussion, Chairman Nevil asked for comments from the Staff, and 

County Manager Thomas Couch stated that the Board would hold a Workshop during the 

September 20
th

 meeting.    Clerk of the Board Maggie Fitzgerald reminded the Board that 

she and Deputy Clerk Christy Strickland would be in Athens on September 12
th

 and 13
th

 

to attend classes for the Clerk Certification program.   

Chairman Nevil asked if there were any further comments from the Commission 

or Staff.  Hearing no further comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil stated 

that there was no further business expected for the open session of the regular agenda, 

and the Board must close the meeting and enter into Executive Session to discuss 

Personnel Matters.  Chairman Nevil stated that at the conclusion of the Executive 



Session, which was expected to last about fifteen minutes, the Board would recess and 

then reconvene in all likelihood to move for adjournment.  Chairman Nevil called for a 

motion to adjourn into Executive Session in accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A. 

50-14-3 and other applicable laws, pursuant to the advice of the Chief Corporate Counsel, 

Jeff Akins, for the purposes of deliberating on Personnel Matters.  Without further 

discussion, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to enter into Executive Session to 

discuss Personnel Matters (See Exhibit #2011-109).  Commissioner Gibson seconded the 

motion, and it carried unanimously.  Commissioner Ethridge, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Thompson, and Commissioner Gibson voted in 

favor of the motion. 

 

The meeting was reconvened, and Chairman Nevil asked if there were any further 

comments from the Commission or Staff.  Hearing no further comments from the Board 

or Staff, Chairman Nevil asked for a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Rushing offered a 

motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Ethridge seconded the motion, and it 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

       J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

 

___________________________________ 

Attest: Maggie Fitzgerald, Clerk of the Board 


