August 19, 2014
Statesboro, GA

Regular Meeting

 
The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room of the North Main Annex. Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order. Chairman Nevil also gave the invocation, and the pledge of allegiance.

 
Ms. Christy Strickland, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present: Vice-Chairman Simmons, Commissioner Ethridge, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Gibson, and Commissioner Mosley. The following staff were present: County Manager Tom Couch, County Attorney Jeff Akins, Developmental Services Director Andy Welch, Transportation Director Dink Butler, Chief Accountant Whitney Richland, Sheriff Lynn Anderson, County Engineer Kirk Tatum, Chief Financial Officer Harry Starling, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, Tax Assessor John Scott, Tax Commissioner James Deal, Elections Superintendent Pat Lanier Jones, and Zoning Administrator Randy Newman. 
After Roll Call, Chairman Nevil asked for amendments or modifications of the General Agenda. County Manager Thomas Couch asked that the General Agenda be amended by (1) transferring the Public Hearing for the Comprehensive Plan to discussion and/or action under New Business as Item #2; (2) adding New Business Item #3 for discussion and/or action to approve a sole source purchase from Election Systems & Software for a Ballot on Demand System (Balotar); and (3) adding Item #8 to the Consent Agenda to approve the appointment of Dr. Charles Patterson of Georgia Southern University to the Coastal Regional Commission Board of Directors representing Bulloch County.  Hearing no further amendments or modifications, Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to approve the General Agenda with the modifications suggested by the County Manager.  Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge voting in favor of the motion. 
Chairman Nevil called on County Manager Thomas Couch who stated that the Board would conduct a Public Hearing on the millage rate, which was advertised under the heading “Notice of Property Tax Increase” in accordance with the requirements of  O.C.G.A. §48-5-32.1.  Chairman Nevil called for a motion to open the Public Hearing for citizen input.  Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge voting in favor of the motion.  Chairman Nevil called for comments and/or questions from the public. There were no comments from the public.  With no input from the public, Chairman Nevil called for a motion to close the Public Hearing.   Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Ethridge voting in favor of the motion.
Chairman Nevil stated that the next item of business was to approve the 2014 millage rates as follows: (1) Bulloch County Board of Commissioners M&O would be 10.440 mills; (2) Statesboro Special Fire Tax District would be 1.800 mills; (3) Bulloch County Board of Education M&O would be 9.848 mills; and (4) Bulloch County Board of Education Bond would be 0.450 mills.  After hearing no further discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to approve the levy of the millage rates as presented for calendar year 2014 (See Exhibit #2014-143).  Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Ethridge voting in favor of the motion.
Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in writing. There was no one present for public comments and nothing had been submitted in writing.

Chairman Nevil stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: (1) to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting and Executive Session held on August 5, 2014; (2) to approve an alcoholic beverage license for package retail beer and wine sales to Mehul Patel of Jai Shivananda Inc., doing business as Mill Creek #1, located at 1163 Highway 24; (3) to approve the re-appointment of Margie Pevey-Shuman to another three year term on the Coastal Regional Commission’s Aging Services Advisory Committee; (4) to approve Resolution #2014-15 authorizing Reimbursement for Indigent Cremation or Interment (See Exhibit #2014-144); (5) to approve  Resolution #2014-16 authorizing the Heath Department’s Environmental Fee Schedule (See Exhibit #2014-145); (6) to approve an amendment to Section 8-26 of Article II of Chapter 8 of the Bulloch County Code of Ordinance (See Exhibit #2014-146); and (7) to approve Resolution #2014-17 authorizing Worker’s Compensation coverage for Volunteers and Elected Officials (See Exhibit #2014-147).  Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Simmons and Commissioner Ethridge voting in favor of the motion.
Chairman Nevil stated that there was one item of Old Business which was for discussion and/or action regarding Kimberly Williams vs. Bulloch County Board of Commissioners.  Chairman Nevil stated that the Superior Court has entered an order in the case reversing the decision of the Board to deny Ms. Williams’ application for a conditional permit to operate a personal care home.  Chairman Nevil called on Attorney Steve Rushing who represents Tyler Finch and several other land owners in the area, and he discussed several reasons why the neighbors disagree with the ruling of the Superior Court judge.  County Attorney Jeff Akins stated that he thought there was a reasonable basis to appeal the order; he further advised the Board that they either needed to decide to appeal the order or to officially approve the conditional use request to operate a personal care home in compliance with the order.  After further discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to authorize an appeal of the Court’s order.  Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried with a vote of 4 in favor of the motion and 2 against the motion.  Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Ethridge, and Commissioner Gibson voted in favor of the motion. Commissioner Simmons and Commissioner Mosley voted against the motion.
Chairman Nevil stated the first item under New Business was for discussion regarding EMS billing policies.  Chairman Nevil called on County Manager Thomas Couch to initiate discussion on the matter.  Mr. Couch stated that the proposed draft of the EMS billing policies along with streamlined and documented procedures will aid the re-structuring and performance of revenue collection and institutes a firm fee schedule.  Commissioner Thompson and Mr. Couch praised the EMS billing staff for their hard work.  After further discussion, Mr. Couch stated that if the Board provides anticipated feedback, he would recommend adoption of the policies at the September 2, 2014, regular meeting.
Chairman Nevil stated the second item under New Business was for discussion and/or action to approve the resubmission of Resolution #2014-14 approving the update of the Comprehensive Plan to meet the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) requirements.  Chairman Nevil called on Development Services Director Andy Welch to initiate discussion.  Mr. Welch stated that the State requires communities to evaluate and report on accomplishments from their Comprehensive Plan every five years and that the update to the plan will ensure that the County maintains the Qualified Local Government status and remains eligible for State grants.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the resubmission of Resolution #2014-14 approving the update of the Comprehensive Plan for the DCA (See Exhibit #2014-148).  Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Ethridge, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Mosley voting in favor of the motion.
Chairman Nevil stated the third item under New Business was for discussion and/or action to approve a sole source bid with Elections Systems & Software for the Baltour System.  Chairman Nevil called on County Manager Thomas Couch to initiate discussion on the matter.  Mr. Couch stated that voters approved Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax funds to pay for the ballot on demand system which will lower costs for absentee voting.  Elections Superintendent Pat Lanier Jones discussed the reasons for the sole source purchase of the ballot on demand system.  After some discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to approve the sole source purchase of the Baltour System from Elections Systems & Software (See Exhibit #2014-149).  Commissioner Ethridge seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Ethridge, and Commissioner Simmons voting in favor of the motion.

Chairman Nevil called for general comments or statements from the Commissioners. Commissioners Ethridge, Simmons, Mosley, Rushing, Thompson and Gibson thanked the staff for their hard work.  Commissioner Rushing discussed the Splash in the Boro logo on the water tank at the I-16 industrial park being too small to see from the Interstate.
After some discussion, Chairman Nevil asked for comments from the staff.  Hearing no further comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil asked for a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Ethridge, and Commissioner Simmons voting in favor of the motion.
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J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman
____________________________________
Attest: Thomas M. Couch, County Manager
