October 21, 2014
Statesboro, GA

Regular Meeting

 
The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30 a.m. in the Community Room of the North Main Annex. Vice-Chairman Anthony Simmons welcomed guests and called the meeting to order. County Manager Thomas Couch gave the invocation, and the pledge of allegiance.

 
Mrs. Maggie Fitzgerald Porter, Human Resources Director recording the minutes, performed the roll call of the commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present:  Vice-Chairman Anthony Simmons, Commissioner Walter Gibson, Commissioner Robert Rushing, Commissioner Ray Mosley, and Commissioner Carolyn Ethridge. The following staff were present: County Manager Thomas Couch, County Attorney Jeff Akins, Developmental Services Director Andy Welch, Transportation Director Hermon “Dink” Butler (arrived after Roll Call), Interim Chief Financial Officer Whitney Richland, Chief Deputy Jared Akins, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, County Engineer Kirk Tatum, Airport Manager Kathy Boykin, Purchasing Manager Faye Bragg, and Statesboro Bulloch County Parks and Recreation Director Mike Rollins. 
After Roll Call, Vice-Chairman Simmons asked for amendments or modifications to the General Agenda. County Manager Thomas Couch asked that the General Agenda be amended by: (1) adding Item #1 of New Business for the discussion and/or action to approve Resolution 2014-23 authorizing, among other things, the issuance and sale of a Tax Anticipation Note (TAN) for the Calendar Year 2014 evidencing a line of credit in the aggregate principal amount of $3,500,000; and (2) to defer the Roads Workshop until a later meeting when the Chairman and all of the Commissioner are able to attend.  Hearing no further amendments or modifications, Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to approve the General Agenda as amended.  Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Ethridge voting in favor of the motion.
Vice-Chairman Simmons asked for public comments from the audience at large or in writing.  Mr. James Williams discussed his issues with the Board of Commissioners concerning the denial of his zoning request for a Personal Care Home and not following the recommendations of the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Next, Mr. Arthur Williams, Pastor at Mount Olive Church, discussed the need to pave Clito Road to Mount Olive Lane.  Mr. Williams stated that members of the church cannot make it down the dirt road when it rains.  After further discussion, Vice-Chairman Simmons called for any other comments from the Public.  Hearing no further comments, Vice-Chairman Simmons stated that nothing had been submitted in writing.    
Vice-Chairman Simmons stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: (1) to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on October 7, 2014; (2) to approve the renewal of the janitorial cleaning contract with Divine Clean Care for January 1, 2015, to December 31, 2015 (See Exhibit #2014-178); and (3) to approve a bid of $25,410.00 from Peddlers, Garden City, Georgia, for motor grader blades (See Exhibit #2014-179).  Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Ethridge voting in favor of the motion.
Without any items of Old Business, Vice-Chairman Simmons stated the only item under New Business was for the discussion and/or action to approve Resolution 2014-23 authorizing, among other things, the issuance and sale of a Tax Anticipation Note (TAN) for the Calendar Year 2014 evidencing a line of credit in the aggregate principal amount of $3,500,000.   Vice-Chairman Simmons called on County Manager Thomas Couch to initiate discussion on the matter.  Mr. Couch stated that requests for a TAN in the form of a $3,500,000 line of credit were sent to all local banks, and two proposals were received by the deadline for receipt of proposals.  Mr. Couch stated that Farmers and Merchants Bank submitted the lowest responsive bid with an interest rate of 2.70%.  Mr. Couch stated that the approval of the resolution authorizing the line of credit with Farmers and Merchants Bank was recommended.  After some discussion, Commissioner Rushing offered a motion to  approve Resolution 2014-23 authorizing, among other things, the issuance and sale of a Tax Anticipation Note (TAN) for the Calendar Year 2014 evidencing a line of credit in the aggregate principal amount of $3,500,000 from Farmers and Merchants Bank (See Exhibit #2014-180).   Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Rushing, and Commissioner Mosley voting in favor of the motion.  Commissioner Ethridge abstained from voting because she works for BB&T Bank.
Without any further items of New Business, Vice-Chairman Simmons called for general comments or statements from the Commissioners. Commissioner Ethridge stated that she appreciates the public comments and thanked the public for attending the meeting.  Commissioner Mosley thanked the audience for attending the meeting and asked that they encourage others to attend the Board meetings.  Commissioner Rushing thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  Commissioner Gibson stated that the citizens can call the Commissioners and that they are happy to go out to inspect roads with issues.  Commissioner Gibson also announced that the Statesboro-Bulloch County Parks and Recreation Department was honored as Agency of the Year and thanked Director Mike Rollins and his staff for all that they do for our community.  
After some further discussion, Vice-Chairman Simmons asked for comments from the staff.  County Manager Thomas Couch discussed the procedure for picking dirt roads to pave and stated that the entire Board needs to be present for the Roads Workshop.  After further discussion, the Board agreed to hold the Roads Workshop on Tuesday, November 4th, at 3:30pm.  Vice-Chairman Simmons stated that the Board doesn’t just pick and choose the roads that will be paved, but that the Board must make decisions on roads that already have all of the required paperwork. 
Hearing no further comments from the Board or Staff, Vice-Chairman Simmons stated that there was no further business expected for the open session of the regular agenda, and the Board must close the meeting and enter into Executive Session to discuss Personnel Matters.  Vice-Chairman Simmons stated that at the conclusion of the Executive Session, which was expected to last about fifteen minutes, the Board would reconvene and in all likelihood move for adjournment.  Vice-Chairman Simmons called for a motion to adjourn into Executive Session in accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 50-14-3 (b) (2) and other applicable laws, pursuant to the advice of County Attorney Jeff Akins, for the purposes of discussing and deliberating on Personnel Matters.  Without further discussion, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss and deliberate on Personnel Matters (See Exhibit #2014-181).  Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Ethridge, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Rushing, and Commissioner Gibson voting in favor of the motion.                    

The meeting was reconvened, and Vice-Chairman Simmons stated that a second item of New Business was being added to the General Agenda.  Vice-Chairman Simmons stated that the second item of New Business was for the discussion and/or action to amend the Fiscal Year 2015 Position Control to authorize a second full-time position as a Senior Lineman for the Airport.  Vice-Chairman Simmons called on County Manager Thomas Couch to initiate discussion on the matter.  Mr. Couch stated that because of absenteeism or turnover issues among the part-time Linemen, the Airport Manager and Committee have asked to take one of the more reliable part-time Linemen and convert this position to full-time as a Senior Lineman.  After some further discussion regarding the benefits and overall costs, Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to amend the Fiscal Year 2015 Position Control to authorize a second full-time position as a Senior Lineman for the Airport (See Exhibit #2014-182). Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Ethridge, and Commissioner Mosley voting in favor of the motion.
Vice-Chairman Simmons asked if there were any further comments from the Commission or Staff.  Hearing no comments from the Board or Staff, Vice-Chairman Simmons asked for a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Rushing offered a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Ethridge seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Ethridge, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Rushing, and Commissioner Gibson voting in favor of the motion.                    
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Anthony D. Simmons, Vice-Chairman
____________________________________
Attest: Thomas M. Couch, County Manager
