
August 18, 2015 

Statesboro GA 

 

 

Regular Meeting 

The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30am in the Community Room of the North Main 

Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  Commissioner 

Rushing gave the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Mrs. Olympia Gaines, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the commissioners 

and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, Commissioner Gibson, 

Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner 

Mosley. Commissioner Ethridge was absent. The following staff was present: County Manager 

Tom Couch, County Attorney Jeff Akins, Assistant County Manager Andy Welch, Chief 

Financial Officer Whitney Richland, Chief Accountant Kristie King, Management Analyst Cindy 

Steinmann, Statesboro Bulloch Parks and Recreation Director Mike Rollins, Building and 

Facilities Director Bob Hook, County Engineer Kirk Tatum, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, 

Chief Christopher Ivey,  Statesboro-Bulloch Airport Director Kathy Boykin, Purchasing 

Manager Faye Bragg, and Chief Deputy Jared Akins. 

 Chairman Nevil asked for changes or modifications of the General Agenda. Mr. Couch 

asked to modify the General Agenda by adding under New Business as the third item Discussion 

and/or Action to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement between Bulloch County Board of 

Elections and Registration and the City of Portal for conducting Municipal Elections, and 

amending the Executive Session to include discussion of Pending Litigation. Without further 

discussion, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to approve the General Agenda with 

modifications requested by Mr. Couch. Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner 

Rushing, Commissioner Simmons and Commissioner Mosley all voting in favor of the motion. 

 Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in writing. 

Allen and Cricket Amason expressed their concerns with the poor road conditions of Lauren 

Lane and sought possible alternatives to correcting the condition of their road. Commissioner 

Thompson stated that he had invited the couple to come to the meeting to speak on the 

conditions of their road. He stated that prior to knowing the status of Lauren Lane which is a 



private road, he had informed the Amasons that in order to have the road paved they would need 

to start a petition and go through the process. Commissioner Thompson explained after learning 

that the road was a private road, there was nothing the County could do to the road. He also 

stated the developer did not build the road according to County specifications. Mr. and Mrs. 

Amason explained that all of the seven neighbors have signed the petition and questioned the 

next steps for them given the developer was no longer around. Chairman Nevil explained that 

this situation with the road was an example of why the County developed the planning and 

zoning ordinances to deter developers from creating situations such as this.  After some 

discussion concerning possible alternatives, Mr. Couch explained his concern is with the 

maintenance of the road given the poor structure of the road and if any alternative could be 

reached it would only be temporary at best given that the road is a private road. Mr. Amason 

asked that there be some follow-up to their concerns. Chairman Nevil thanked Mr. and Mrs. 

Amason for their comments and informed them the Board will continue to search for solutions to 

this problem. 

Chairman Nevil stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the Consent Agenda 

as follows: (1) to approve the minutes of the Public Hearings held on July 28, 2015 and the 

Regular Meeting minutes and Executive Session held on August 4, 2015; (2) to approve 

appointment of Walter Gibson to the Concerted Services Board, (3) to approve the bid for the 

Pulaski Fire Substation (See Exhibit #2015-098); (4) to approve IT Management Proposal (See 

Exhibit #22015-099); (5) to approve the VOIP installation (See Exhibit #2015-100); (6) to 

approve the Professional Services agreement with Lyons and Associates of White Rock South 

Carolina (See Exhibit #2015-101).  Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented. Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, 

Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Simmons all voting in favor of the motion. 

 Chairman Nevil stated the first item under New Business was for Discussion and/or 

Action to approve an agreement with Bulloch Telephone Cooperative to build a Fiber Optic 

Network. Mr. Couch explained the County had been in negotiations with Bulloch Telephone 

Cooperative who offered to build a secure state of the art dedicated fiber optic network to 

establish connectivity for voice and data at 14 Bulloch County Government locations proximate 

to Statesboro. Mr. Couch explained that not all county facilities are seamlessly connected and 



some are still with or without VOIP. Mr. Welch explained that Bulloch County has forty separate 

accounts with Frontier Communications for phone/internet service in the greater Statesboro area 

and this new fiber optic network will help to consolidate and establish connectivity between the 

sites. Mr. Walter Saunders and John Scott, COO and General Manager of Bulloch Telephone 

Cooperative, provided a presentation on the background of Bulloch Telephone Cooperative and 

the service components to be included in the establishment of the fiber optic network. 

 After some discussion, Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to approve the 

agreement with Bulloch Telephone Cooperative to build a fiber optic network (See Exhibit 

#2015-102). Commissioner Thompson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with 

Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Simmons and Commissioner Mosley all voting in favor of the motion.  

 Chairman Nevil stated the second item under New Business was for Discussion and/or 

Action to approve fencing installation at Disc Golf Course. Chairman Nevil called on Mr. Couch 

to initiate discussion on the matter. Mr. Couch provided a brief overview of the concerns of Mr. 

John Smith to minimize or reduce the encroachment on his property by users of the Statesboro 

Parks and Recreation Disc Golf Course. Commissioner Thompson stated that Mr. Smith 

expressed he was agreeable with having an 11-and-a-half gauge 4-foot-high fence installed. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to approve the solicitation of 

bids for the installation of an 11-and-a-half gauge 4-foot-high galvanized chain link fence 

contingent upon a written letter of acceptance from Mr. Smith. Commissioner Rushing seconded 

the motion and it carried with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, and 

Commissioner Rushing voting in favor of the motion. Commissioner Simmons voted in 

opposition to the motion.  Commissioner Mosley abstained from voting because Mr. Smith is a 

customer of Commissioner Mosley’s employer, Brodie International. The motion carried with a 

3 to 1 vote. 

 Chairman Nevil stated the last item under New Business was Discussion and/or Action to 

approve an Intergovernmental Agreement between Bulloch County Board of Elections and 

Registration and the City of Portal for conducting Municipal Elections. Without further 

discussion, Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement 

between Bulloch County Board of Elections and Registration and the City of Portal for 

conducting Municipal Elections (See Exhibit #2015-103). Commissioner Simmons seconded the 



motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, 

Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Simmons and Commissioner Mosley all voting in favor 

of the motion.  

Chairman Nevil called for general comments or statements from the commissioners and 

staff. The commissioners thanked everyone for their attendance, and thanked everyone for their 

hard work. Commissioner Mosley thanked Bulloch Telephone Cooperative for their presentation 

and invited the Board and staff to the Willow Hill Heritage Festival on September 5
th

. He also 

asked Chairman Nevil to give the welcoming speech if he was available. Commissioner Rushing 

asked about the development progress of the I-16/ 301 Interstate Gateway Redevelopment area 

and said that he believes that this needs to be a priority.  

Mrs. Phyllis Thompson requested on behalf of the Statesboro-Bulloch Chamber of 

Commerce permission to use the Commissioner’s float for the Kiwanis Ogeechee Fair Parade.  

She also stated that the City of Statesboro is a quarterfinalist in the America’s Best Communities 

competition.  

Commissioner Thompson discussed the possibility of looking into changing the speed 

limit on Langston Chapel Road.  

Mr. Couch stated the work at the I-16/301 Industrial Park has been pushed back due to 

work on dirt roads and other pressing issues, but reported there has been some work with water 

and sewage. He stated that he will discuss with Mr. Thompson of the Development Authority 

and Mr. Butler, the Transportation Director, ways to improve the site. Mr. Couch also updated 

the Board and staff on the progress of EMC Engineering Services for the intersection design for 

projects at the five-points intersection and the Langston Chapel Road and Burkhalter Road 

intersection.  Mr. Couch asked the Board members to review the design layout after the 

conclusion of the meeting.  

Mrs. Gaines reminded Board and staff of the upcoming ACCG 2015 Legislative 

Leadership Conference on October 7
th

-9
th

 in Jekyll Island.  Chairman Nevil thanked everyone for 

their comments and attendance. 

Hearing no further comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil stated that there 

was no further business expected for the open session of the regular agenda and the Board must 

close the meeting and enter into Executive Session to discuss Personnel Matters, Pending 



Litigation, and Land Acquisition. Chairman Nevil called for a motion to adjourn into Executive 

Session in accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A.§ 50-14-3 (b) (2); O.C.G.A.§ 50-14-2(1); 

O.C.G.A.§ 50-14-3(b)(1)(B), and other applicable laws, pursuant to the advice of County 

Attorney Jeff Akins, for the purpose of discussing and deliberating on Personnel Matters, 

Potential Litigation, and Land Acquisition. Without further discussion, Commissioner Gibson 

offered a motion to adjourn and enter into Executive Session to discuss and deliberate on 

Personnel Matters, Pending Litigation, and Land Acquisition (See Exhibit #2015-104). 

Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Simmons, and 

Commissioner Mosley voting in favor of the motion. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The meeting was reconvened, and Chairman Nevil asked if there were any further 

comments from the commissioners or staff.  Hearing no further comments from the 

commissioners or staff, Chairman Nevil asked for a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Simmons 

offered a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion, and it 

carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner 

Rushing, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Ethridge voting in 

favor of the motion. 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

 

Attest: __________________________________ 

         Olympia Gaines, Clerk of the Board 

 

 

  

 


