
September 15, 2015 

Statesboro, GA 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30 am in the Community Room of the North Main 

Annex. Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order. County Manager Tom 

Couch gave the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

     Ms. Cindy Steinmann, Management Analyst for the Board of Commissioners, performed 

the roll call of the commissioners and staff. The following commissioners were present: 

Chairman Nevil, Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, 

Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Ethridge. The following 

staff were present: County Manager Tom Couch, County Attorney Jeff Akins, Assistant County 

Manager Andy Welch, Chief Financial Officer Whitney Richland, Chief Accountant Kristie 

King, Solid Waste Director Fred White, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, EMS Director Doug 

Vickers, Shop Superintendent Jesse Bragg, Fire Chief Chris Ivey, County Engineer Kirk Tatum, 

Purchasing Manager Faye Bragg, and Chief Deputy Jared Akins. 

Chairman Nevil asked for changes or modifications of the General Agenda. Hearing 

none, Chairman Nevil called for a motion to approve the General Agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the General Agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion.    

Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in writing. 

Hearing none, Chairman Nevil stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the Consent 

Agenda as follows: (1) to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on September 1, 

2015; (2) to approve a roll-off truck bid including hoist and tarp systems submitted by Roberts 

International Trucks in the amount of $147,998.78 (See Exhibit #2015-111); (3) to approve a bid 

for ten 30-yard roll-off containers submitted by WASTE MGF LLC of Statesville, North 

Carolina in the amount of $34,950 (See Exhibit #2015-112); (4) to approve a bid for the 

purchase of a new ambulance from Custom Truck and Body Works, Inc. in the amount of 



$151,650 (See Exhibit #2015-113); (5) to approve renewal of the annual maintenance agreement 

with Palmetto Fire Appartus (See Exhibit #2015-114); (6) to approve a lease with Norfolk 

Southern Railway Company (See Exhibit #2015-115). Commissioner Thompson asked that the 

approval of the bid for the purchase of a new ambulance from Custom Truck and Body works be 

voted on separately. Mr. Couch asked that this item be moved to the fourth item under New 

Business. Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the 

modification requested by Commissioner Thompson. Commissioner Simmons seconded the 

motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, 

Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner 

Ethridge. 

Chairman Nevil stated the first item under New Business was for discussion and /or 

action to approve a contract with National Fire Services Office for review of alternate water 

sources within the special tax district. Mr. Wynn presented information concerning the contract. 

He stated the Insurance Services Offices (ISO®) has recently made changes to PPC requirements 

in which the special tax district will be required to provide residents 100% coverage of fire 

hydrants and/or alternate water to earn or maintain a “Single Class” ISO rating. He stated the 

intent was to get the lowest ISO Rating (3 rating) possible in the special tax district.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to approve the contract with National Fire 

Services Office for review of alternate water sources within the special tax district (See Exhibit 

#2015-116). Commissioner Ethridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with 

Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Couch stated that he will inform the Deputy City Manager that the Board has approved this 

contract in case the City Council needs to take any formal action. 

 Chairman Nevil stated the second item under New Business was for discussion and/or 

action for consideration for filing a grant/loan application with the Georgia Transportation 

Infrastructure Bank (GTIB) for improvements at US 301 Highway and the new industrial park. 

Chairman Nevil called on Mr. Couch to initiate discussion on the matter. Mr. Couch presented a 

handout on application instructions submittal for the GTIB grant/loan application. He stated the 

application is due on October 1
st
 and if the County is awarded funds, the Board is under no 

obligation to accept it and this was only authorization to apply for it. Without further discussion, 



Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to adopt a resolution to authorize an application for 

grant and loan funding from the Georgia Transportation Infrastructure Bank for transportation 

improvements for I-16 Interstate Gateway Tax Allocation District #1 (See Exhibit #2015-117). 

Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

 Chairman Nevil stated the third item under New Business was for discussion and/or 

action to approve the Final FY2015 GAB Amendment. Chairman Nevil called on Mrs. Richland 

to initiate discussion on the matter. Mrs. Richland presented a summary of FY2015 General 

Fund over expenditures by department. She stated there was a deficit of $342,125.71 for this 

year, but that was not as bad as expected due to some departments not expending their entire 

budget and revenue being higher than expected. After some discussion, Commissioner Gibson 

offered a motion to adopt a resolution to amend the General Appropriations Budget and work 

program for FY2015 (See Exhibit #2015-118). Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion 

and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, 

Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner 

Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

 Chairman Nevil stated the fourth item under New Business was for discussion and/or 

action to approve a bid for the purchase of a new ambulance from Custom Truck and Body 

Works in the amount of $151,650.  Chairman Nevil called on Mr. Vickers to begin discussion on 

the matter. Mr. Vickers stated a RFP was released for a new ambulance and only two bids were 

received. He stated the lowest bid did not meet specifications and the other bid was over the 

amount allocated for the ambulance purchase. Mr. Vickers stated after further negotiations with 

Custom Truck and Body Works, Inc. they submitted their best and final offer of $151,650 which 

met specifications requested on the ambulance.  After some discussion, Commissioner 

Thompson offered a motion to approve the bid for the purchase of a new ambulance from 

Custom Truck and Body Works, Inc. in the amount of $151,650 (See Exhibit #2015-113). 

Commissioner Gibson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 



 Chairman Nevil called for general comments or statements from the commissioners and 

staff. The commissioners thanked everyone for their attendance, and thanked the staff and 

emergency services for all their hard work. Commissioner Gibson asked Mr. Couch to consider 

sending a request letter to the Department of Transportation Board to increase the speed limit to 

65 on US Highway 25 going towards Augusta. Mr. Couch stated that next month there will be a 

workshop regarding 911 and Public Safety Communications. He stated Ms. Steinmann will also 

provide a presentation on quarter 1 SPLOST review. Commissioner Ethridge also asked Mr. 

Couch to provide an update on the Ag Arena and Health Clinics during this scheduled workshop. 

Ms. Steinmann reminded commissioners of the ribbon cutting for the Christian Social Ministry’s 

Thrift Store on September 16
th

 at 4pm. 

Hearing no further comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil asked for a 

motion to adjourn. Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to adjourn. Commissioner 

Simmons seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, 

Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner 

Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

 

     ___________________________________ 

     J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

 

Attest: ________________________________ 

 Olympia Gaines, Clerk 

 

 

 


