
October 6, 2015 

Statesboro, GA 

Regular Meeting 

 

The Board of Commissioners met at 5:30 pm in the Community Room of the North Main 

Annex. Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order. Commissioner 

Thompson gave the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

     Mrs. Olympia Gaines, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the commissioners 

and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, Commissioner Simmons, 

Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner 

Gibson, and Commissioner Ethridge. The following staff were present: County Manager Tom 

Couch, County Attorney Jeff Akins, Assistant County Manager Andy Welch, Zoning 

Administrator Randy Newman, Solid Waste Director Fred White, Management Analyst Cindy 

Steinmann, Transportation Director Dink Butler, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, Purchasing 

Manager Faye Bragg, Chief Christopher Ivey, Deputy Warden Wayne Smith, EMS Director 

Doug Vickers, and Chief Deputy Jared Akins. 

Chairman Nevil stated the first item of business was the approval of the Zoning Agenda. 

Commissioner Mosley offered a motion to approve the Zoning Agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil called on Zoning Administrator Randy Newman to present the first item 

of business. Mr. Newman presented item #1 which was an application submitted by Freddie Joe 

Parrish for a conditional use for a facility to host private and public functions. The property 

consists of 1 acre and is located at 4619 Mud Road parcel number 139 000039 001. Gina Phillips 

acted as agent. There were seven people signed up to speak (See Exhibit #2015-119). Mr. 

Newman informed the Board that the area pertaining to the request was a light residential area, 

but the parcel did have room for parking. Ms. Gina Phillips expressed her skepticism over the 

reported police complaints and stated the family has decided to use the facility for family 

functions only. She stated there have not been any major issues at the property with the 

exception of complaints for loud music. Mrs. Carla Anderson spoke in opposition to the request 

and expressed her concerns that the security for these events would create more issues. She 



stated that this type of facility is not appropriate for the area. Mr. Dave MacDonald echoed the 

concerns of Mrs. Anderson and feels that the property owners are not providing professional 

security, but utilizing friends of the property owners. Mrs. Nancy Finley expressed her concerns 

with the durations of the events into the earlier morning hours and speeding of party attendees 

through the neighborhood. Mr. Richard Finley signed up to speak, but declined to comment 

when asked. Mr. Dana Brown spoke about a complaint filed due to there being 300 people in 

attendance at an event on the property. He expressed his concerns with the potential of more 

tragic issues occurring with the number of people attending these events. Mrs. Janice Oliver 

expressed her concerns with the police complaints and occurrences at the property lowering 

property values in the neighborhood. 

Mr. Newman provided a copy of police reports dating back to 2014. Chief Deputy Akins 

stated that there were more complaints documented, but due to the changes in software some of 

those reports were not available. He stated the occurrences at the property were beyond the 

property owner’s ability to control and the number of deputies required to respond to calls for the 

property would take deputies away from other official duties. Mr. Freddie Joe Parrish stated his 

original plan for the property was to give the family an opportunity to get to know one another 

and he was not interested in renting the property for commercial means. Commissioner Ethridge 

asked how many of the functions in the past year were rented out to third parties. Ms. Phillips 

stated there have been three (3) outside parties that have rented the facility. After some 

discussion, Commissioner Ethridge offered a motion to deny the conditional use request to host 

private and public functions. Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, 

Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor 

of the motion. 

Mr. Newman presented item # 2 which was an application submitted by Jennifer 

McGowan for a conditional use for a home occupation to be conducted within an accessory 

building. The property consists of 1 acre and is located at 5926 Harville Road, parcel number 

093 000027 001. There was no one signed up to speak (See Exhibit #2015-120). Mrs. McGowan 

stated there was a complaint that the boats were a distraction. She stated that they keep their yard 

neat and tidy and the business is open Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm and Saturday 

from 8am to 1pm. Without further discussion, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to 



approve the conditional use for a home occupation to be conducted within an accessory building. 

Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Newman presented item #3 which was an application submitted by Katherine Depkin 

to rezone a 5 acre parcel from AG-5 to R-80. The property is located at 2118 Franklin Road 

parcel number 119 000054 008. John Smith acted as agent. There was no one signed up to speak 

(See Exhibit #2015-121). Mr. Smith explained that Mrs. Depkin wanted to split the parcel so that 

she will keep parcel B and sell parcel A to Mr. Smith. Without further discussion, Commissioner 

Thompson offered a motion to approve the rezone of the 5 acre parcel from AG-5 to R-80. 

Commissioner Ethridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil asked for changes or modifications of the General Agenda. Hearing no 

amendments or modifications, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the General 

Agenda as presented. Commissioner Ethridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously 

with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil asked for public comments from the audience at large or in writing. Mrs. 

Jennifer Durham, Regional Director of the Statesboro Regional Library updated the Commission 

and Staff on library activities and upcoming projects.  She asked the Board for assistance in 

getting the word out for the Socks for Courtney fundraiser, a non-profit organization created in 

memory of Courtney Kemp who passed away due to an undiagnosed heart condition. Chairman 

Nevil thanked Mrs. Durham for the updates and information on the Socks for Courtney 

fundraiser. 

Chairman Nevil stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the Consent Agenda 

as follows: (1) to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on September 15, 2015; (2) 

to authorize an agreement with Bulloch Telephone (See Exhibit #2015-122); (3) to authorize 

purchase orders for the FY2016 vehicle allotment bid (See Exhibit #2015-123); (4) to authorize 

an agreement with Bulloch Telephone Cooperative (See Exhibit #2015-124); (5) to authorize an 

agreement with Georgia Forestry Commission (See Exhibit #2015-125); (6) to approve purchase 



of the extended warranty up to 84 months or 10,000 hours for the 3 motor graders scheduled to 

roll out in November from the five year plan (See Exhibit #2015-126); (7) to authorize a Borrow 

Pit Agreement with Ronnie Phillips ( See Exhibit #2015-127). Commissioner Gibson asked a 

question about the process of approving the extended warranty prior to purchasing of the motor 

graders. Mr. Butler explained that normally this was not the process, but it was determined 

during the budget interviews this method would be more cost effective. Without further 

discussion, Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 

presented. Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with 

Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner 

Mosley, Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil stated the first item of New Business was for discussion and/or action to 

consider and/or authorize procurement for a borrow pit. Chairman Nevil called upon Mr. Couch 

to initiate discussion on the matter. Mr. Couch stated the County has made efforts to acquire a 

borrow pit but have not been successful. He stated the County has utilized some borrow pits that 

have reached their life expectancy where the County can acquire clay, but very little sand. He 

would like to encourage some discussion concerning procurement for a borrow pit through a bid 

proposal. Mr. Couch stated $100,000 has been budgeted in the FY 2016 GAB SPLOST Road 

and Bridges for the acquisition of a permanent borrow pit.  Mr. Couch stated that another option 

would be to purchase loads of dirt from a property owner without title to the property actually 

being conveyed to the County, but this method would require the cost being taken out of the 

operating budget of the Roads Department versus that of the FY 2016 SPLOST fund. After some 

discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to authorize procurement for a borrow 

pit. Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, 

Commissioner Simmons, and Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

Without any further items for discussion, Chairman Nevil called for general comments or 

statements from the Commissioners. The Commissioners each thanked everyone for attending 

the meeting and the Staff for all of their hard work. Commissioner Thompson inquired about the 

overgrowth of weeds at the Fair Road pool and when this could be taken care of. Mr. Couch 

stated he would get with Mr. Rollins on the matter. Commissioner Simmons informed the Board 

and staff of the 73
rd

 Annual NAACP conference to be held on October 8
th

 through October 11
th

 



at the Nessmith Lane Building in which he and Commissioner Mosley will be representing the 

County. Commissioner Ethridge thanked Mrs. Durham and the Statesboro Regional Library for 

their efforts in the community. Mr. Couch addressed a question posed earlier in the meeting 

concerning the installation of a fence for Mr. John Smith; he stated according to a previous 

meeting held on August 18, 2015, the County needs to have Mr. Smith sign a letter stating that 

the installation of a 11 and half gauge 4 foot high galvanized chain link fence would be suitable 

to resolve the encroachment issues on his property. Mr. Couch will contact Mr. Smith to discuss 

this matter. Mr. Couch also asked Board members to complete a survey concerning interest in a 

planning retreat. Mr. Wynn informed the board and staff that the Public Safety Office will be 

participating in a donation drive to help the flood victims in South Carolina. Chairman Nevil 

reminded everyone of the ribbon cutting ceremony for GSU Shooting Sports Center scheduled 

for October 8
th

 at 10:30 am.  

Hearing no further comments from the Board or Staff, Chairman Nevil asked for a 

motion to adjourn. Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Simmons 

seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner 

Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commission Simmons, and 

Commissioner Ethridge all voting in favor of the motion. 

 

     _______________________________________ 

     J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

 

Attest: ____________________________ 

 Olympia Gaines, Clerk 

 


