
January 19, 2016 

Statesboro GA 

 

Regular Meeting 

The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30am in the Community Room of the North Main 

Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  Commissioner 

Simmons gave the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Mrs. Olympia Gaines, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the commissioners 

and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, Commissioner 

Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Mosley, and 

Commissioner Simmons. Commissioner Ethridge was absent. The following staff was present: 

County Manager Tom Couch, County Attorney Jeff Akins, Assistant County Manager Andy 

Welch, Chief Accountant Kristie King, County Engineer Kirk Tatum, Solid Waste Director Fred 

White, Transportation Director Dink Butler, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, Statesboro 

Bulloch Airport Director Kathy Boykin, Fire Chief Christopher Ivey and Chief Deputy Jared 

Akins. 

Chairman Nevil asked for changes or modifications to the General Agenda. Hearing no 

amendments or modifications, Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to approve the General 

Agenda as presented. Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion and it carried unanimously 

with Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, Commissioner 

Simmons, and Commissioner Gibson all voting in favor of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil called for public comments from the audience at large or in writing. 

Hearing none, he stated the next item on the agenda was a presentation from Mr. Derek Duke on 

Coastal Solar. Mr. Duke provided a brief overview of Coastal Solar and House Bill 57 (the Solar 

Power Free Market Financing Act of 2015) which allows for the first time the acquisition of 

solar power through a third party instrument known as a PPA (Power Purchase Agreement). Mr. 

Candler Boyd, a representative of Coastal Solar, provided additional information on the company 

and how the process works in determining which programs fit particular financial and energy 

needs. Mr. Boyd stated Coastal Solar would like to conduct a preliminary study for the County at 

no cost or obligation to show what positive effects the implementation and use of solar power 

can have on the County’s energy needs. After some discussion, Chairman Nevil thanked Mr. 

Duke and Mr. Boyd for their presentation. 



Chairman Nevil stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the Consent Agenda 

as follows:  (1) to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on January 5, 2016; (2) to 

approve airport lease agreement with MidCoast Aviation, LLC and Bobby Smith (See Exhibit 

#2016-002); (3) to approve airport lease agreement with Catherine L. Kloess and TJP@Jax, 

Inc.d/b/a The Jumping Place (See Exhibit #2016-003); (4) to approve airport lease agreement 

with Dr. Russell Herrington (See Exhibit #2016-004). Commissioner Simmons offered a motion 

to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner 

Rushing, Commissioner Mosley and Commissioner Simmons all voting in favor of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil stated the first item under New Business was a Presentation and 

Discussion regarding the Statesboro Tax Allocation District #1. Mr. Couch presented 

information to the Board concerning the City of Statesboro’s interest in securing consent for the 

County’s tax allocation increment for their Tax Allocation District #1.  Mr. Couch reviewed the 

City’s Redevelopment Plan for the district, and stated concerns that the management staff had 

about the plan and its future implementation.  Mr. Couch also presented a number of 

recommendations and approaches to negotiating an intergovernmental agreement that would 

include some conditions and limitations regarding the County’s consent to the increment.  He 

further suggested that negotiating an agreement could take two-to-four months because of the 

details that would have to be worked out and put in proper legal form.  As Mr. Couch asked for 

direction from the Board, Commissioners Thompson, Gibson, Mosley and Chairman Nevil 

expressed interest in working toward an agreement within that time period in consideration of the 

recommendations given. Chairman Nevil thanked Mr. Couch for his presentation and comments. 

Chairman Nevil called for general comments or statements from the commissioners and 

staff. The commissioners thanked everyone for attending the meeting and their hard work. They 

thanked Mr. Duke, Mr. Boyd and Mr. Couch for their presentations. The commissioners stated 

that both the county and the city should work together concerning the City of Statesboro’s Tax 

Allocation District #1 and that would be beneficial to the residents of Bulloch County. 

Commissioner Mosley stated he would like for Mr. John Scott to present any additional 

information relating to the City of Statesboro’s Tax Allocation District #1. Mr. Couch provided 

an update on the Mixed-Use Ag Arena, in which he stated the design was about 90% completed 

and the next phase would be the development of the RFP packages to begin soliciting proposals 



for construction management. Mr. Couch also asked everyone to keep the people of Flint, 

Michigan in their thoughts and prayers due to the issues surrounding the city’s water 

management and supply issues. Mrs. Gaines reminded everyone of the ribbon cutting for Air 

Evac on January 26, 2016 from 10am to 2pm. 

Chairman Nevil asked if there were any further comments from the commissioners or 

staff. Hearing no further comments from the commissioners or staff, Chairman Nevil asked for a 

motion to adjourn. Commissioner Gibson offered a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Commissioner Simmons seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Rushing, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Simmons, Commissioner Gibson, and 

Commissioner Mosley all voting in favor of the motion. 

 

       ________________________________ 

        J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

Attest: ______________________________ 

Olympia Gaines, Clerk 

 

 

 

 


