
May 17, 2016 

Statesboro GA 

 

Regular Meeting 

The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30am in the Community Room of the North Main 

Annex.  Chairman Nevil welcomed guests and called the meeting to order.  Commissioner 

Simmons gave the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Mrs. Olympia Gaines, Clerk of the Board, performed the roll call of the commissioners 

and staff. The following commissioners were present: Chairman Nevil, Commissioner 

Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Mosley, and 

Commissioner Simmons. Commissioner Ethridge was absent. The following staff was present: 

County Manager Tom Couch, Assistant County Manager Andy Welch, Chief Financial Officer 

Whitney Richland, Chief Accountant Kristie King, County Engineer Kirk Tatum, Solid Waste 

Director Fred White, Transportation Director Dink Butler, Management Analyst Cindy 

Steinmann, Statesboro Airport Director Kathy Boykin, Public Safety Director Ted Wynn, Fire 

Chief Christopher Ivey, Deputy Fire Chief Ben Tapley, Statesboro Bulloch Parks and Recreation 

Director Mike Rollins,  Purchasing Manager Faye Bragg, Building and Facilities Maintenance 

Director Bob Hook, and Chief Deputy Jared Akins.  

Chairman Nevil asked for changes or modifications to the General Agenda. Hearing 

none, he called for a motion to approve the General Agenda as presented. Commissioner Gibson 

offered a motion to approve the General Agenda as presented. Commissioner Simmons seconded 

the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, 

Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Simmons all voting in favor 

of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil called for public comments from the audience at large or in writing. Don 

Wilson Jr. expressed his concerns with the way Harvey Wilson Road has been maintained. He 

asked that the road be surveyed if possible. Lynn Keever expressed her concerns with the heavy 

truck traffic, safety and conditions of Old Highway 46 near Pembroke. She stated that she has 

been coordinating with Mr. Butler concerning her issues. Mr. Butler stated the signs concerning 

weight limits are no longer posted. Mr. Couch stated the County will try to get the signs reposted 

and get with Department of Driver Services for monitoring of the heavy truck traffic. Chairman 



Nevil thanked Mr. Wilson and Mrs. Keever for their comments and stated the Board will look 

into their concerns. 

 Chairman Nevil stated the next item on the agenda was a presentation from Skip 

Starling, Director of the National Fire Service Office, concerning the tanker shuttle operation and 

the long hose lay deployment. Mr. Starling stated with the increase in insurance rates, the 

incorporation of a tanker shuttle operation and long hose lay deployment could be a good option 

to lower the insurance premium rates. Mr. Starling stated there are a few drawbacks with the 

tanker shuttle; (1) would require purchasing of equipment (tankers and necessary equipment to 

outfit); (2) the operator would need to have a CDL class A drivers license; and (3) the tanker 

shuttle is hard to maneuver. He stated despite the few drawbacks, the tanker shuttle would 

provide huge savings.  

Mr. Starling stated in order to have a county-wide 5 classification it would require the 

County developing a systematic plan which would incur some costs. He stated this is something 

the County can have in place within three to four months. Chief Ivey stated the County currently 

has five tankers and would need two more. Mr. Starling stated that ISO has changed the 

benchmark in the way they gather statistical information to assess risks and as a result the 

increase in homeowner’s insurance rates will continue to rise. Mr. Starling recommends the 

tanker shuttle as the most cost effective option. He recommends starting the tanker shuttle 

operation first to get rates consistent and then evaluate the service area’s fire protection and 

water supply needs. 

After some discussion, Chairman Nevil thanked Mr. Starling for his presentation and 

information. He referenced a Fire District Committee meeting to be held on May 19, 2016 at 

9am and asked if other board members plan to attend to make sure the proper notification is 

provided to the media in the event a quorum is present. 

Chairman Nevil stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the Consent Agenda 

as follows: (1) to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on May 3, 2016 and the 

Special Called Meeting held on May 6, 2016; (2) to approve the bid of Hawk Construction in the 

amount of $14,465.00 for the replacement of roof panels and adding insulation to Hangar #3 at 

the Statesboro-Bulloch County Airport (See Exhibit #2016-50); (3) to approve purchase of 

football helmets from Hobbs Sporting Goods for $16,392, approve purchase of football helmets 

from Ridell for $13,650, and approve the purchase of football helmets from Bolt Athletics for 



$3,282 (See Exhibit #2016-51); (4) to approve the purchase of one (1) John Deere Pro Gator 

with HD200Select Sprayer from ShowTurf, LLC for $31,593.72 (See Exhibit #2016-52); (5) to 

approve the purchase of two (2) John Deere Gators from Blanchard Equipment Company for 

$13,830.00 (See Exhibit #2016-53); (6) to approve the 3 year lease bid of $26,993.75 per year 

submitted by ShowTurf, LLC for the lease of 4 John Deer 5gang reel mowers (See Exhibit 

#2016-54); (7) to approve the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement (See Exhibit 2016-55); (8) to 

approve a Sponsorship Agreement with AT&T Mobility, LLC (See Exhibit #2016-56).  

Without further discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented. Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion and it carried 

unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Rushing, 

Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Simmons all voting in favor of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil stated the first item under New Business was for Discussion and/or 

Action to approve an emergency contract with Gregory Bridge Company for repairing the bridge 

on Cypress Lake Road at Wateringhole Branch. Mr. Tatum stated there were currently two 

options the County could take: (1) use flowable fill mix or (2) remove the approach slab and 

rebar. He stated the option to use the flowable fill mix was more cost effective and provided a 

short turnaround for repairs to the bridge. Mr. Tatum stated that Gregory Bridge Company was 

selected because they initially built the bridge and currently had a crew in a neighboring county. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Thompson offered a motion to approve the emergency 

contract with Gregory Bridge Company for repairing the bridge on Cypress Lake Road at 

Wateringhole Branch (See Exhibit #2016-57). Commissioner Rushing seconded the motion and 

it carried unanimously with Commissioner Gibson, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner 

Rushing, Commissioner Mosley, and Commissioner Simmons all voting in favor of the motion. 

Chairman Nevil called for general comments from the commissioners and staff. The 

commissioners thanked everyone for attending the meeting, the staff for all they do, and the 

citizens for their comments and input. Commissioner Thompson and Commissioner Mosley 

encouraged everyone to go out and vote. Commissioner Mosley thanked Mr. Couch for the work 

he does and his leadership. Mr. Couch thanked the staff for all they do. He stated the Budget 

Review Team is drawing closer to recommending a tentative budget during the June 7, 2016 

meeting. He stated he would like to schedule a budget workshop to discuss any remaining issues 

concerning the budget and is looking at the following dates: May 26
th

, May 31
st
, and June 2

nd
. 



The Commissioners stated they are agreeable with any date scheduled at 12pm. Commissioner 

Gibson suggested that the Board also discuss Solid Waste issues at this time. Mr. Couch stated 

he is looking at a 90 minute meeting and will get with the Budget Review team to determine a 

date.  

 Hearing no further comments from the Commissioners or staff, Chairman Nevil asked for 

a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Simmons offered a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Commissioner Mosley seconded the motion and it carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Gibson, Commissioner Rushing, Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Simmons, and 

Commissioner Mosley all voting in favor of the motion. 

       ________________________________ 

        J. Garrett Nevil, Chairman 

Attest: ______________________________ 

Olympia Gaines, Clerk 

  


